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 It’s Thursday afternoon, and the place is buzz-
ing. Our devoted “party people” are finishing plans 
for Friday’s reception. Sacristans, clerical and lay are 
laying out vestments and arranging the sanctuary for 
the Pontifical Mass. Guests, including the reverend 
and most reverend variety are arriving. I am touched 
and grateful for the kind efforts of so many for this 
happy anniversary.  

But most of all to God go the thanks, through 
Our Lady. How mysterious, yet manifold are the 
ways of His mercy, His providence, these last twenty 
five years. Thank God we have the Mass, else how 
would we ever adequately thank Him? 

Fr. Bede Nkamuke returns to Nigeria today, 
loaded down with good wishes, gifts and support for 
his apostolate. I think Father is well rested and re-
freshed after his weeks with us. Thank you for your 
kindness.  

The McFathers were here and then gone again, 
out about the Lord’s business. I will have a full report 
on the Anniversary next week but thought I would 
say a word about the painting I chose for my holy 
card. 

The Crucifixion of St. Andrew was painted by 
Caravaggio (no…not the cat) in 1607. This artist was 
the master of Chiaroscuro style which dramatically 
contrasted light and dark. He was well chosen to de-
pict the death of the “First Called” Apostle, for St. 
Andrew was hidden, in a blaze of heavenly light for 
half an hour before he died. In the painting you see 
him, tied to the cross at the moment of death. The 
proconsul ordered St. Andrew to be taken down from 
the cross (pressure from the crowd, who were being 
converted, and from his wife who already was bap-
tized), and St. Andrew had just prayed to be allowed 
to die there as did his Master. The apostle’s prayer is 
heard, the soldier’s arms are paralyzed, the pagan pro-
consul looks on with wonder. “Receive the disciple of 
Him who hung upon thee, my Master, Christ.” 

On a rainy First Saturday I conclude this Cor-
ner with thanks and more thanks for a picture (and 
audio, oh, and taste) perfect 25th Anniversary celebra-
tion. Thank you to distinguished guests from afar, for 
a choir so good Bishop Sanborn found it distracting, 
for all of the sacristy and ceremonial work, for the 
perfect party set up with lights and decorations and 
food stations, one more inviting than the next, for the 
moving of furniture, and even for the so efficient 
clean up and following day set up for Advent Sunday. 
St. Gertrude’s never rests! I thank Bishop Sanborn for =

his words, a needed and appreciated telling 
of our history, and an encouraging look at 
our present. He also said some nice things 
about me, and I blushed. Thanks for all of 
the Masses, prayers, good wishes and gifts. 
Well, this should be enough to last me for the next 25 
years.  

With my sincere thanks, I send you all a blessing.==
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MON 12/3/18 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, C 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Amanda Snow (Denise Riggs) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special Intention Poor Souls (Mary Beth  
  Grumblatt) 

 
TUE 12/4/18 ST. PETER CHRYSOLOGUS, BPCD 
  ST. BARBARA, VM 
   8:00 AM Low Mass Elizabeth Prell – Happy Birthday (Joseph,  
  Andrew, Monica & Anastasia) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Dana Kustra (Mr. & Mrs. William H.  
  Young III) 
   5:00 PM Low Mass Special Intention (Kirby Bischel) 

 
WED 12/5/18 FERIAL DAY ! ST. SABBAS, AB 
  8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention (R. VandeRyt) 
 11:25 AM Requiem High Mass Purgatorial Society 
 5:00 PM  Low Mass †Thelma Macke Sieverding (Mike   
  Sieverding) 

 
THU 12/6/18 ST. NICHOLAS, BPC  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Poor Souls (Rich VandeRyt) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Tom & Sue Nies (Jenny Nies) 
 5:00 PM  Low Mass Poor Souls (Anne E. Young) 

 
FRI 12/7/18 FIRST FRIDAY  FAST & ABSTINENCE  
  VIGIL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
  ST. AMBROSE, BPCD 
 8:00 AM  Low Mass †Irene Ulanowski (Colleen Eldracher) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass My family & friends (Rich VandeRyt) 
  Benediction 
 4:30 PM First Vespers of the Immaculate Conception 
 5:00 PM Exposition 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Special Intention (Theresa Simpson) 
  Sacred Heart Devotions 
  All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 12/8/18 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION   HOLY DAY 
 6:40 AM Confessions 
  7:00 AM Rorate Candlelight Mass For vocations (Christopher  
  Browne) 
  (Special Shoppers’ Mass – No Sermon)  
 7:45 AM First Saturday Devotions & Benediction 
 8:30 AM Confessions 
 9:00 AM High Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

 
SUN 12/9/18  ADVENT II 
  WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Pat Patton (Patsy McConnell) 
 9:00 AM High Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
  Reception of New Members into the Rosary  
  Confraternity 
 10:40 AM Sunday Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Connie & †Tom Kamphaus (Steve & Becky 
  Hammon) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction  
  5:45 PM Low Mass Thanksgiving – favor granted (Patrick Kurtz) 
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S e r v e r s   
 

SAT 12/8    7:00 AM LOW: M. & D. Simpson 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MC: J. Lacy TH: P. McClorey ACs: D. 
 McConnell, A. McConnell CROSS: C. Arlinghaus TORCH: A. 
 McClorey, S. Richesson, C. & J. Mourer, J. & N. Kolenich 

 
SUN 12/9      7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: J. Lacy, M. Simpson TH: C.  
 Richesson ACs: D. Simpson, T. Lawrence TORCH: T. England, J. 
 Stewart, S. Richesson, C. Mourer 
 11:30 AM LOW: A.D. Kinnett, Na. McClorey 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller=
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