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VENERABLE MARIA OF JESUS OF 

AGREDA 
Abbess and Mystic (1602–1665) 

 
   Maria of Jesus spent her entire life 
within the confines of her family cas-
tle in Agreda, Spain, which her 
mother–when Maria was twelve–had 
converted into a convent for herself 
and her daughters. In this Franciscan 
Convent of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Agreda, Maria eventually 
served as abbess, renowned for her 
mystical writings and her ardor in 
prayer. 
   And yet, in the spiritual realm, she 
was anything but a stay-at-home 
nun. In her early twenties, she found 
herself repeatedly transported in 
prayer to the Indian settlements in 
New Spain, particularly to a tribe of 
hunter-gatherers called the Jumanos 
in present-day New Mexico. In the 
course of what she reckoned were 
five hundred trips she was able to 
communicate with the Indians in 
their own language, instructing them 
in the faith and urging them to seek 
baptism. This remarkable story 
gained credence when friars in New 
Spain encountered just such a tribe 
who requested baptism and claimed 
they had met frequently with a Lady 
in Blue (just like Maria). 
   These reports were taken seriously 
enough to justify a trip to Agreda by 
the Franciscan Superior for New 
Mexico. She was also subjected to 
two inquiries by the Inquisition, re-
sulting in no action. (Maria’s de-
fenders included King Philip IV of 
Spain.) 
   She died on May 24, 1665. Ten 
years later she was declared venerable 
by Pope Clement X. 
 
“My heart never delighted in earthly 
things, for they did not fill the empti-
ness in my spirit. For this reason, the 
world died for me in my youngest years, 
before I really came to know it.” 
 

–Venerable Maria of Jesus of Agreda 
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IN CHRISTUM REGEM 
 

O Christ, our King, I pray Thee reign 
In all our hearts till time shall cease: 
Extend Thy sway by land and main: 

To ev’ry nation grant Thy peace. 
 

–Rev. Thomas Twaites. 
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Thanksgiving week is always a short one, 
as the standard work week gives way to holiday 
by Wednesday evening. But of course cooks 
cook, and shoppers shop, providing us with our 
turkey dinner. The Opus Dei, the work of God 

continues too in our beautifully decorated Thanksgiving 
sanctuary, with Holy Mass and music and prayer. The 
Friday is always a quiet day, good setting for two adult 
baptisms. Thanks be to God. The festive celebration of St. 
Andrew’s Day closed the church year yesterday with High 
Mass and two confirmations. 

 
But Thanksgiving is never destined to last long, is it? 

For the world it is reduced to a meal, football, shopping 
and the start of a complicated and anymore carefully cho-
reographed Christmas celebration. For Christians, 
Thanksgiving is a fitting celebration to encourage us to 
keep the sweet self denials, the different well intentioned 
resolutions that mark our Advent, which must prepare us 
for Our Lord’s threefold coming: Christmas, death, and 
the End of the World. Sober stuff. Prayer and penance are 
not burdensome extras for us in an already busy season, 
but rather what this all too short Advent season is all 
about. 
 
May it be a blessed one for you and yours! St Nicholas 
comes on First Friday to remind us that this Child Is God, 
whom we worship at the All Night Adoration. The first 
candlelight Rorate Mass closes the vigil of prayer on Satur-
day, the Vigil of the Immaculate Conception. Some pen-
ance is prescribed for all, with abstinence from meat this 
year two days in a row, and fasting on the Saturday for 
those not dispensed. Check the bulletin or your calendar 
for the fasting rules. 

 
But next Sunday is already a great feast, the Immaculate 
Conception. St Nicholas will come with treats for the little 
ones. Model of episcopal condescension, he will set up his 
throne after the 7:30 in the vestibule to catch the quickly 
fleeing faithful. Linger for a moment after the Masses. If 
you’re a poetry lover, or just devoted to Our Lady, you 
may wish to go back to the classroom for the annual recita-
tion of Fr Ryan’s The Immaculate Conception. Festive 
Vespers closes the day. It’s a good thing the angels attend, 
otherwise we’d feel a bit lonely sometimes. 

 
Don’t forget to make the Stations this Advent. Plenty of 
good works to choose from. Give Our Lady your Advent 
plans, and start today. 
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PRAYER FOR OUR FRIENDS 

 
   O most merciful Jesus, I commend all those who have 
asked my prayers to Thy eternal love, under the guidance of 
which Thou didst come down to save them.   And in union 
with the love wherewith Thou didst commend Thy Spirit 
to Thy Father, I commend them all to Thy Sacred Heart, I 
enclose them all therein, and I offer It to Thee in union 
with that love wherewith Thou didst take to Thyself that 
Heart, for their salvation, beseeching Thee to take from Its 
infinite treasures wherewith to bless those for whom I pray. 
Amen. 

–St. Gertrude. 
 

DEVOTION OF THE THREE HAIL MARYS 
 

St Matilda of Hackeborn was distressed over her eternal 
salvation and prayed that the Most Holy Virgin would as-
sist her at the hour of death. 
 
The Blessed Virgin appeared to her and reassured her, saying: 

 
“Yes, I will!  
But I wish, for your part, That you recite three Hail 
Marys everyday, remembering, in the first, the power 
received from the Eternal Father, in the second, the 
wisdom received from the Son, with the third one, the 
love that has filled the Holy Spirit”. 
 
The Blessed Virgin taught her to pray and to understand 
especially, how the Three Hail Mary’s, honour, the three 
persons of the Blessed Trinity. 
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MON 12/2/19 ST. BIBIANA, VM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention - S.B. (Jacinta & Levi) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Mary Rose Young happy birthday  
                                   (M/M Wm. H. Young III) 

 
TUE 12/3/19 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, C 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Katherine Kunkel (Kuebler & Volz) 
 11:25 AM High Mass William H. Young IV happy birthday 
                                   (M/M Wm. H. Young III)  
 5:00 PM  Low Mass †Viola Ripperger (JES) 

 
WED 12/4/19 ST. PETER CHRYSOLOGUS, BPCD 
  FIRST WENDESDAY ! ST. BARBARA, VM  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Prayers Answered (Audrey Dunaway) 
 11:25 AM High Mass In honor of St. Joseph (Tom & Karen  
                                   Simpson) 
 5:10 PM  Low Mass Elizabeth Prell happy birthday (Joseph &  
                                   children) 

 
THU 12/5/19 FIRST THURSDAY 
  FERIAL DAY  
  ST. SABBAS, AB  
 7:00 AM Low Mass For David Bayer & his intentions (The  
                                   Omlor Family) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Alter Christus Confraternity 
 11:25 AM Requiem High Mass Purgatorial Society 

 
FRI 12/6/19 FIRST FRIDAY 
  ST. NICHOLAS, BPC 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Yolanda Green (Mary) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Special Intention (M/M Wm. H.  
                                   Young III)  
             5:00 PM Exposition  
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass M/M Tom Simpson (Simpson Family)  
 6:30 PM Devotions and All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 12/7/19 FIRST SATURDAY 
  VIGIL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
  ST. AMBROSE, BPCD 
 7:10 AM Rosary and Confessions  
 7:30 AM Rorate High Mass M/M Wm. H. Young IV  
                                   happy Anniversary (M/M Wm. H. Young III) 
  Devotions & Benediction & Sermon 
 8:35 AM Low Mass †Poor Souls (M/M Wm. H. Young III) 

 
SUN 12/8/19  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION ! ADVENT II 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Poor Souls in Purgatory (M/M Maki) 
 9:00 AM High Mass In honor of Our Lady (Tom & Karen 
                                   Simpson) 
 10:40 AM Sunday Classes 
 11:30 AM Low Mass In Thanksgiving & for the poor souls to  
                                   Our Lady for prayers answered ( Linda M. Faith) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Pro Populo 
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S e r v e r s  
 

SUN 12/8 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: J. Lacy M. Simpson CROSS: T. Lawrence  
                          TH: P. McClorey, ACs: C. Arlinghaus, N. McClorey MITRE: A. McClorey 
 CROZIER: D. Simpson TORCH: T. & D. England, J. Stewart, T. Lawrence,  
                          D. Simpson, A. McClorey 
 11:30 AM LOW: A.D. Kinnett, J. Kolenich 
 4:45 VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 
 
 
 “If you only follow the teachings of the Church that you like and 
reject what you don’t like, then it is not Christ and the Catholic 
faith that you claim to believe in but yourself. The creed that we 
profess does not begin by saying, “I believe in me…” “If you be-
lieve what you like in the Gospels and reject what you don’t like, it 
is not the Gospel you believe but yourself.” 

–Saint Augustine (354-430) 
 

GIFT SHOP & CRAFT SALE 
   Get your Advent candles! Wreaths come in two styles. We have 
candles for both. A number of Advent calendars are on display. 
One is reusable with a pocket for a figure to be moved up everyday 
to complete the Nativity scene with Jesus added on Christmas day. 
   Good reading materials are in all different sizes and conten. 
Books for everyone! Angel Food for Boys and Girls just arrived. If 
you haven’t been in the bookstore of late you are missing out on 
Christmas Gift selections. Stop in soon. 
 
   All leftover crafts have been marked down! Buy us out! 
 

SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM (345–407) 
 
“Cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” 
(v.12). For day is calling us to the battle, to the fight. 
But don’t be afraid when you hear these words about fighting and 
combat! For if it is uncomfortable to put on heavy material ar-
mour, it is pleasant, on the other hand, to put on spiritual armour, 
for this is an armour of light. In this way you will shine more 
brightly than the sun and, even as you sparkle brightly, you will be 
safe because these are weapons… weapons of light. So then? Are we 
excused from fighting? Not at all! We are to fight but without be-
ing overcome by fatigue and without pain. For it is not so much a 
war to which we are being summoned, as a feast and celebration. 
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