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"“O Blessed Jesus, give me stillness of soul in 
Thee. Let Thy mighty 
calmness reign in me. 
Rule me, O King of 
Gentleness, King of 
Peace.” – St. John of 
the Cross # 
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O yes, Lord Jesus, 
Come and reign! 

Let my body 
Be Thy temple,  

My heart,  
Thy throne,  

My will, 
Thy devoted servant, 

Let me be Thine forever, 
Living only in Thee,  
And for Thee! Amen. 
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The weather as well as the feasts these days re-
mind me of a favorite verse of Crashaw:  

 

Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span; 

Summer in winter, day in night 
Heaven in earth and God in man. 

 

So Sunday night for Our Lady’s Octave, “the city 
was surpliced in white.” The so beautiful heavy hang-
ing snow, silent because it said it all, fell so thoughtful-
ly after the last Mass, and closed the feast of the white 
robed Virgin Queen. 

Our first snow. It was so beautiful I did not have 
the heart to draw the drapes and shut it out that night. 
Then came the cold, and very cold, and with it the 
dark. Never mind, light is coming! Last night at 11:19 
or so we marked the Winter Solstice. 

Ember Friday brought mild sun, which is prom-
ised us now for Christmas week. Excellent. Oh, there 
are some who’d like the picturesque white Christmas, 
but mellow late December days are a blessing from 
God for those who need to go over to Bethlehem, and 
Josephs who need to have everything in readiness. But 
Sunday night… Ah yes, remember the splendor of the 
hanging snow. It may come again, man’s bane and 
God’s gift, but one which melts in humble homage 
before the Mother and Child.  

The Rorate Masses are done for the year, for the 
dew is about to drop down from the heavens above. 
Only a few souls showed, the regulars mostly, but how 
we were rewarded. Still, the daily Masses at their now 
pretty much fixed times draw a much better attend-
ance than before. Christmas Octave has its own sched-
ule, but at the regular times. Try to come, lest the an-
gels’ song go unheard by men. Though the Little King 
loves it, every note of it, as does His Mother Queen. 

Fr. Soliman of the Philippines writes that they 
maintained the ancient Catholic custom there of a no-
vena of 4:30 AM! sung Rorate Masses. That means 
that the “Misa de Aquinaldo” requires Father to be up 
at 3:30 AM, like the monks of old. The intention of 
the Novena is always “For the Filipinos’ constancy in 
the Faith and the conservation of religion in these 
parts.” Excellent intention for today, and a beautiful 
devotion on the part of priest and people. 

Fr. McGuire reports a good response to their 
new Milwaukee two Mass Sunday schedule. Fr. 
Lehtoranta will be again their “Christmas priest.” He 
is looking forward to Christmas vacation, as I am sure 

do all of our devoted teachers. But our 
students, well, I know they’ll miss it. As 
will I them. Miss Florence’s kindergarten-
ers have been visiting me of late to offer 
one of their fresh baked chocolate chip 
cookie or a lovely Christmas drawing. 

Fr. McKenna is always happy to be with us for 
Midnight Mass but early the next morning heads out 
to Grand Forks to bring them Christmas, a true Santa 
on his flying sleigh, offering the Gift of gifts. Fr. Caleb 
Sons, ordained only in June, is spending Christmas 
with us, and we are so happy to welcome him, as well 
as the return of Messers Thomas Ojeka and John 
Okerulu, our Nigerian seminarians. 

Thanks to all of you who turned out yesterday to 
help us decorate the church, a work of loving art each 
year. Invite somebody to come. You never know. 
Don’t forget to come yourself, and celebrate the dear-
est day of the year, Christmas with Christ’s Mass.  

If you’re coming to Midnight Mass, look lively 
when the opening procession with the Baby Jesus pass-
es by. Have your fervent petitions ready. It is an hour 
of grace, as is the elevation of the Christmas Masses, 
and the Blessing of Benediction on Christmas morn-
ing.  

May blessings galore be your gift for His Birth. 
He only asks your heart, someplace to place them, for 
He comes loaded down with gifts. 

Merry Christmas! 
J=_áëÜçé=açä~å=
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Secundum quod vidisti , quod de Porta haec clausa erit non ape-
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AND THE LORD SAID TO ME: THIS GATE SHALL BE SHUT, IT SHALL NOT BE OPENED, AND NO MAN SHALL PASS THROUGH IT: BECAUSE THE LORD THE GOD 

ACCORDING AS THOU SAWEST THAT THE STONE WAS CUT OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN WITHOUT HANDS, AND BROKE IN PIECES, THE CLAY, AND THE IRON, 

O
F ISR

A
EL H

A
T

H
 EN

T
ER

ED
 IN

 B
Y

 IT
, A

N
D

 IT
 SH

A
LL B

E SH
U

T
 FO

R
 T

H
E PR

IN
C

E . . . EZ
EC

H
IEL 44: 2

A
N

D
 T

H
E 

B
R

A
SS

, A
N

D
 T

H
E 

SI
LV

ER
, A

N
D

 T
H

E 
G

O
LD

, T
H

E 
G

R
EA

T
 G

O
D

 H
A

T
H

 S
H

EW
N

 . 
. .

 D
A

N
IE

L 
2:

 4
5



% CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ======== = ==%=fkc^iif_ib>===========
 

MON 12/23/19 ST.  FRANCIS XAVIER CABRINI, V 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Joseph Prell – successful surgery (Beth 
  & Children) 
 9:00 AM Low Mass Our Children, Godchildren, &  
  Grandchildren – Merry Christmas (Mr. & Mrs.  
  Michael Briggs) 

 
TUE 12/24/19 VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS    FAST & ABSTINENCE 
 7:00 AM The Office of Prime 
 7:24 AM Confessions 
 8:00 AM Solemn High Mass In honor of St. Joseph (Tom 
  & Karen Simpson) 
 Private Mass:  Morris/Niehaus Families & S. & C. Niehaus 
 1:00 PM Vespers 
 8:30 PM The Office of Matins 
 10:30 PM Carols 
 11:00 PM Procession & Blessing of Crib 
 11:15 PM Midnight Mass Novena I followed by Lauds  
  Potluck Supper in Helfta Hall 

 
WED 12/25/19 NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
  CHRISTMAS DAY  HOLY DAY 
 9:00 AM Low Mass with string quartet For the people 
  of St. Gertrude the Great 
  Novena & Benediction 
 11:00 AM Low Mass Intentions of the Celebrant 
 5:45 PM Vespers of Christmas Day 
  Private Mass: Mary Christensen – Christmas  
  (Keith Christensen) 
  Several private Masses will be offered during 
  the morning hours. 

 
THU 12/26/19 ST. STEPHEN, PROTOMARTYR 
 9:00 AM Low Mass Merry Christmas Mom & Dad! (The 
  Arlinghaus Children) 
 5:00 PM High Mass Novena II 

 
FRI 12/27/19 ST. JOHN, APEV 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Bishop Robert McKenna – 4th  
  Anniversary Dec. 16 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:35 PM Opening of the Infant of Prague Novena 
 5:45 PM High Mass Novena III  
  Blessing of Wine & Beverages 
 6:30 PM Novena & Benediction, “The Love of St.  
  John” reception after Benediction 

 
SAT 12/28/19 THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
 7:15 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Sisters of Our Lady of Reparation –  
  Thank you! (Theresa & Joseph Simpson) 
 8:15 AM Sermon & Novena 
 8:25 AM High Mass Novena IV 

 
SUN 12/29/19  SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF    
  CHRISTMAS 
  ST. THOMAS À BECKET, BPM 
  BLESSING OF CHILDREN AFTER THE HIGH MASS 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Our children & spouses & godchildren 
  (Dan & Mary)  

=
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Servers 

 

TUE 12/24 8:00 AM SOL.HIGH: MC: P. Omlor TH: R. VandeRyt ACS: M. & 
 D. Simpson. Volunteers 
 MIDNIGHT MASS (ARRIVE AT 10:30 PM): MCS: R. Vande Ryt, J. Lacy, P. 
  Omlor TH: B. Lotarski ACs: P. & Na. McClorey CROSS: T.  
  Lawrence MITRE: C. Richesson CROZIER: A. D. Kinnett BOOK: 
  M. Simpson BUGIA: D. Simpson TRAIN: S. Richesson  
  GREMIALE: S. Richesson TORCH: C. Arlinghaus, T. Lawrence, J. 
  Stewart, A. McClorey, J. & N. Kolenich  
 

WED 12/25 9:00 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 BENEDICTION: MC: D. McConnell TH: A. McConnell TORCH: 
 Brueggemanns 
 11:00 AM LOW: Volunteer 
 

THU 12/26 5:00 PM HIGH: Simpsons, P. Omlor 
 

FRI 12/27 5:45 PM HIGH: P. Omlor, Simpsons, Seminarians 
 
SAT 12/28 8:25 AM HIGH: P. Omlor, Simpsons, Seminarians 

 

SUN 12/29     7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: M. Simpson, C. Richesson TH: T.  
 Lawrence ACs: D. Simpson, S. Richesson TORCH: J. Stewart, T. & 
 D. England, C. Arlinghaus 
 11:30 AM LOW: P. & A. McClorey 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 

=
 Ushers 

CHRISTMAS DAY 12/25 
MIDNIGHT (ARRIVE BY 10:30PM): M. Lotarski, S. Weigand, P. Puglielli, Volunteer 
9:00 AM: P. Arlinghaus, S. Pepiot, J. Andreotta, P. McConnell 
11:30 AM: J. Seyfried, Volunteer 
 
SUNDAY 12/29 
7:30 AM: S. Pepiot, J. Andreotta, K. Maki, P. McConnell 
9:00 AM: M. Briggs, P. Arlinghaus, S. Weigand, M. Lotarski 
11:30 AM: J. Seyfried, R. Uhlenbrock, D. Hille, Volunteer 
5:45 PM: Volunteer 
 
NEW YEARS DAY 1/1 
7:30 AM: S. Pepiot, J. Andreotta, K. Maki, P. McConnell 
9:00 AM: M. Briggs, P. Arlinghaus, S. Weigand, S. Arlinghaus 
11:30 AM: J. Seyfried, R. Uhlenbrock, D. Hille, Volunteer 
=

=
 9:00 AM High Mass Novena V Blessing of Children 
 10:40 AM Children’s Party 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Intentions of our fellow Catholics (Kolenich 
  Family) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Keith Christensen (Christmas gift) (Mary  
  Christensen)=

	


