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Twelfth Night approaches. Our Christmas holi-
day, our holy days, draw to a close. One more great 
Mass tomorrow evening for Epiphany, one more (yes!) 
party for Gertrudians, and we’re done. Well, not real-
ly. Regular life resumes, classes and work. Visiting Fr. 
Sons departs, and the seminarians later this week. In 
church we settle down to the quiet faith-filled adora-
tion of the Epiphany Octave. 

But Christmas continues its fully forty days. I 
always like to think that now that the world has put it 
away and has moved on to other things, our Infant 
King and His children have a refuge in our humble 
but richly decorated church, where it’s still Christmas. 
Next week we will pray for our families on Holy Fami-
ly Sunday. But after that, even we will “go green” a bit 
with the “after Epiphany” season. Still, it will be 
Christmas, and each Friday we continue our Novena 
to the Infant. He is the true Doctor, good for all that 
ails us. 

A small group joined me for the Holy Innocents 
Children’s Blessing and Party last Sunday: An active 
array of little ones, led by a demure Miss Charlotte, 
and thoughtful young England lads as we did a story 
and some poetry together. I did catch more children in 
the vestibule after the 11:30, and they received their 
Lamb stickers too, and a holy card, and perhaps en-
joyed the treat table.  

Nature Notes: Our owl has been singularly hoot-
less this season, but seems to be well fed. I was hurry-
ing to the 8 AM the other day, down the hill from the 
rectory, past the stately row of arborvitae evergreens. 
Suddenly the owl, whose wingspan looks hawk-like, 
ducked into an evergreen, and emerged a moment lat-
er. I had not scared him off. He found what he was 
looking for. The feathers on the ground tell the tale. 
The evergreens are a kind of Breakfast Buffet for our 
resident predator. The starlings are wise to it now, and 
nest there no more. I wondered what they talked about 
each afternoon on the power lines. Now I know. 

Puccini was protecting us from a neighboring fe-
line visitor, and is waiting for the next crop of bunnies 
to appear. In the meantime he’s enjoying his Christ-
mas “doughnut” laced with a little catnip. This morn-
ing he pawed around the coffee table until he found it 
and extracted it. “Dawg,” Fr. McGuire’s bunny, has 
its own doughnut as well, some kind of rabbit treat. 
(Certainly not Puccini’s idea of a rabbit treat, howev-
er.) Fr. Sons was in charge of feeding the bunny, and 
relied, it seems, rather heavily on dessert. It happens. 
But this rabbit turns up its little nose at carrots.  

Curious creatures, aren’t they? God’s dear 
creation.  

New Year’s attendance is always low, 
but it was a beautiful day, centered around 
the splendid Solemn Mass. I hope your hol-
iday was pleasant too, and that this new year, a sheer 
grace of God, will be met by you with good resolves 
and great gratitude.  

All the Fathers will be with us for Mass tomor-
row evening, and the dinner following. See you there? 
Come when you can. We appreciate you! 
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dÜçëíI=ÑçêÉîÉê=~åÇ=ÉîÉêK=^ãÉåK=

=

=
=

qeb=mltbR=lc=qeb=eliv=k^jb=
fÑ=ïÉ=Å~ää=íç=çìê=ãáåÇë=íÜÉ=k~ãÉ=çÑ=gÉëìëI=áí=ÄêáåÖë=ÄÉÑçêÉ=
ìë=eáë=ãçëí=ãÉÉâ=~åÇ=ÜìãÄäÉ=eÉ~êí=~åÇ=ÖáîÉë=ìë=~=åÉï=
âåçïäÉÇÖÉ= çÑ= eáë= ãçëí= äçîáåÖ= ~åÇ= íÉåÇÉê= Åçãé~ëëáçåK=
qÜÉ=k~ãÉ=çÑ=gÉëìë= áë= íÜÉ=éìêÉëí=~åÇ=ÜçäáÉëíI= íÜÉ=åçÄäÉëí=
~åÇ=ãçëí= áåÇìäÖÉåí=çÑ=å~ãÉëI= íÜÉ=k~ãÉ=çÑ= ~ää= ÄäÉëëáåÖë=
~åÇ= çÑ= ~ää= îáêíìÉëI= áí= áë= íÜÉ= k~ãÉ= çÑ= íÜÉ= dçÇJj~åI= çÑ=
ë~åÅíáíó= áíëÉäÑK=qç= íÜáåâ=çÑ= gÉëìë= áë= íç= íÜáåâ=çÑ= íÜÉ=ÖêÉ~íI=
áåÑáåáíÉ=dçÇ=tÜçI=Ü~îáåÖ=ÖáîÉå=ìë=eáë= äáÑÉ=~ë=~å=Éñ~ãJ
éäÉI=Ü~ë=~äëç=ÄÉëíçïÉÇ=íÜÉ=åÉÅÉëë~êó=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇáåÖI=ÉåÉêJ
Öó=~åÇ=~ëëáëí~åÅÉ=íç=Éå~ÄäÉ=ìë=íç=Ñçääçï=~åÇ=áãáí~íÉ=eáãI=
áå=çìê=íÜçìÖÜíëI=áåÅäáå~íáçåëI=ïçêÇë=~åÇ=~ÅíáçåëK==



# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ======== = = ==========
 

MON 1/6/20 THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Ruth M. Hanna – 7th Anniversary  
  (Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Oleyar) 
 5:30 PM Solemn High Mass For our church workers 
  Appreciation Dinner 

 
TUE 1/7/20 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
  ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT SCHOOL RESUMES 
 7:00 AM Low Mass The Damian Arthur Family – In  
  Thanks (Theresa & Joseph Simpson) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intentions (P.T. & A.M. Omlor) 
 11:25 AM High Mass St. Anthony & Holy Souls –  
  Thank You (Arlinghaus Family) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass 34 Grandchildren (Kirby & Jean Bischel) 

 
WED 1/8/20 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
 7:00 AM Low Mass John White – conversion (R. & R.  
  Uhlenbrock) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Ernie Nellenbach 9th Anniversary  
  (Jim Soli) 
 11:25 AM High Mass In Honor of St. Joseph for my  
  intentions (Fr. Lehtoranta) 
 $ 5:10 PM Low Mass Gunsher Family (Tobias Bayer) 

 
THU 1/9/20 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
  7:00 AM Low Mass †Nancy J. Bradl (Sherry Bradl) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Melissa Kunkel (Arlinghaus Family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass For the sanctification of priests  
  (Alter Christus Confraternity) 

 
FRI 1/10/20 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention – Deceased (Tom  
  & Karen Simpson) 
 11:05 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass Relief of the Holy Souls (Mr. & Mrs. 
  James E. Kolenich & Family) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena III 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Charles Simpson Family (Dad & Karen) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 

 
SAT 1/11/20 WITHIN THE OCTAVE ! ST. HYGINUS, PM 
 7:15 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Strasser Family (Bill Young) 
 8:05 AM Alma & Sermon 
 8:15 AM High Mass The intentions of Sarah Burns (J.C.  
  Simpson) 

 
SUN 1/12/20  THE HOLY FAMILY 
  SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE EPIPHANY 
  ST. BENET BISCOP, AB 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Richard Brueggemann (Patsy McConnell) 
 9:00 AM High Mass In honor of the Holy Family (Mary  
  Christensen) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Joan Fey – Merry Christmas! (Love,  
  Bobby & Aubrey) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

=

qeb=jlpq=eliv=k^jb=lc=gbprp=
=

qÜÉ= ãçåíÜ= çÑ= g~åì~êó= áë= ÇÉÇáÅ~íÉÇ= íç= íÜÉ= eçäó=
k~ãÉ=çÑ=gÉëìëK=

“få=íÜÉ=å~ãÉ=çÑ=gÉëìë=ÉîÉêó=âåÉÉ=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄçïI=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=íÜ~í=
~êÉ=áå=ÜÉ~îÉåI=çå=É~êíÜ=~åÇ=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=É~êíÜÒ=EmÜáä=OWNMFK=

`ÜêáëíÛë= å~ãÉ= áë= ÅÜçëÉå= áå= ÜÉ~îÉå= ~åÇ= íÜÉ= ^åÖÉä=
d~ÄêáÉä=~ååçìåÅÉë=áí=ïÜÉå=ÜÉ=áåÑçêãë=íÜÉ=_äÉëëÉÇ=sáêÖáå=
çÑ= íÜÉ= áåÅ~êå~íáçåW= “_ÉÜçäÇ= íÜçì= ëÜ~ää= ÅçåÅÉáîÉ= áå= íÜó=ïçãÄ=
~åÇ=ëÜ~äí=ÄêáåÖ=ÑçêíÜ=~=ëçå=~åÇ=íÜçì=ëÜ~ää=Å~ää=eáë=å~ãÉ=gÉëìëÒK=

fí= áë= ~= å~ãÉ= íÜ~í= Ü~ë=ã~êîÉäçìë= áãéäáÅ~íáçåëI= Ñçê= áí=
ãÉ~åë=“ë~îáçêKÒ=qÜÉ=îÉêó=å~ãÉ=ÄÉëéÉ~âë=íÜÉ=ã~ÖåáíìÇÉ=çÑ=
eáë=ãáëëáçåI=eáë=áåÑáåáíÉ=äçîÉI=~=äçîÉ=íÜ~í=ïáää=Å~ìëÉ=eáã=
íç=çÑÑÉê=eáãëÉäÑ=ìé=Ñçê=ìëK=

qÜÉ=å~ãÉ= çÑ= gÉëìë= áë= íÜÉ= ëïÉÉíÉëí= çÑ= ~ää= å~ãÉë= ~åÇ=
eÉ=ïÜç=ÄÉ~êë= áí= áë=ãçëí=ïçêíÜó=çÑ=~ää= äçîÉK=eÉ=ïÜç=Å~ääë=
gÉëìë=Üáë=ÑêáÉåÇI=Å~å=ÄÉ=~ëëìêÉÇ=íÜ~í=íÜáë=ÑêáÉåÇ=áë=íÜÉ=ãçëí=
ÇÉîçíÉÇ=~åÇ=ìåëÉäÑáëÜ=çÑ=~ää=ÑêáÉåÇëK=

gÉëìë=áë=çìê=~ääK=
få=eáë=å~ãÉI=ïÉ=ã~ó=éê~ó=íç=íÜÉ=c~íÜÉê=ïáíÜ=~ëëìêJ

~åÅÉ=çÑ=ÄÉáåÖ=ÜÉ~êÇK=
få=eáë= å~ãÉI= íÜÉ=`ÜìêÅÜ= ~ÇãáåáëíÉêë= ~ää= ÜÉê= ë~Åê~J

ãÉåíëK=
få=eáë= å~ãÉI= ëÜÉ= çÑÑÉêë= ~ää= ÜÉê= éê~óÉêë= ~åÇ= ÄäÉëëÉë=

ÜçãÉëI=íÜÉ=ÑáÉäÇë=~åÇ=íÜÉ=ëáÅâK=
få=íÜÉ=å~ãÉ=çÑ=gÉëìëI=ëÜÉ=Å~ëíë=çìí=Éîáä=ëéáêáíëI=~åÇ=~í=

íÜÉ=Üçìê=çÑ=çìê=ÇÉ~íÜ=ÄáÇë=ìëI=“dç=ÑçêíÜI=`Üêáëíá~å=ëçìäKÒ=
pÜÉ=~ëëìêÉë=ìë=íÜ~í=ïÜçÉîÉê=ëÜ~ää=Å~ää=ìéçå=íÜáë=å~ãÉ=

ïáää=ÄÉ=ë~îÉÇK=tÜÉå=çìê=ëçìä=Ü~ë=ÇÉé~êíÉÇ=íÜáë=äáÑÉ=íç=ëÉÉâ=
áíë= ÉíÉêå~ä= ÜçãÉI= íÜÉ=`ÜìêÅÜ= ~ëâë= áå= íÜÉ= å~ãÉ= çÑ= gÉëìëI=
“bíÉêå~ä=êÉëí=ÖáîÉ=ìåíç=ÜáãI=l=içêÇKÒ=

Ó=cêK=_ÉåÉÇáÅí=_~ìêI=lp_=
=

=
=

% Jesus to me is honey in the mouth, light in the eyes, a flame in our 
heart. This Name is the cure for all diseases of the soul. Are you trou-
bled? Think but of Jesus, speak but the Name of Jesus, the clouds dis-
perse and peace descends anew from heaven. & 

=

=
S e r v e r s  

 

MON 1/6 5:30PM SOL.HIGH: MCS: R. VandeRyt, P. Omlor, J. Lacy TH: T. Lawrence 
   ACs: D. McConnell, C. Richesson CROSS: P. McClorey MITRE: D. Simpson 
  CROZIER: C. Arlinghaus BOOK: M. Simpson BUGIA: Na. McClorey TRAIN: 
  S. Richesson GREMIALE: A. McClorey TORCH: A. McConnell, C.  
  Arlinghaus, T. & D. England, J. & N. Kolenich, J. Stewart, A. McClorey 

=
SUN 1/12 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: J. Lacy, M. Simpson CROSS: T. Lawrence TH: 
 Na. McClorey ACs: C. Arlinghaus, D. Simpson TORCH: C. VanderPutten, J. 
  Stewart, A. McClorey, T. Lawrence 
 11:30 AM LOW: A.D. Kinnett, J. Kolenich 
 4:45 VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller=

	


