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Trying days these, to be sure. But it’s Lent, and 
the penances God gives rather than of our own choos-
ing are always more fruitful. Still, so many are left con-
fused, frightened, not knowing what to do except pan-
ic… Let us gently remember them, especially the 
brethren, in our prayers.  

In a way, prayers define us at St. Gertrude the 
Great. To keep us the perfect prayer of the Mass, in all 
of its solemnity, when so many no longer are able to, is 
a great grace. An unmerited blessing is this work which 
has devolved to us. It is surrounded each day by so 
many of our beloved devotions, especially in Lent, and 
completed these days of prayer by our daily Vespers. 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord.” If we are anchored 
in prayer and spiritual reading, we may still suffer, but 
we are at peace. Try it. The peace of St. Joseph… 

Three so happy days have so far marked our so-
ber Lent. On March 11 we welcomed about fifty chil-
dren between our own students and our homeschooled 
children, for the Children’s Day of Recollection. It was 
a great day, with the participation of the Fathers, and 
passed quickly. It was nice to see as well “the next crop 
of children” now nearing First Communion age. The 
only sadness each year is the absence of the children 
who need it most, those attending public and Novus 
Ordo schools. They are also the ones absent more 
Sundays than not from Catechism and Mass. Whatev-
er are their parents thinking? Pray to the great plague 
saint Charles Borromeo these days. He also is the pa-
tron saint of Sunday Schools and Catechism.  

Last week we had Solemn Mass for both St. Pat-
rick and St. Joseph. The beautiful Masses were en-
hanced with touching, stirring music and drew both of 
them a nice little group. But others came throughout 
the morning for Mass. Both days Mark Lotarski pro-
vided an elegant reception. We are grateful! Come to 
weekday Mass. Pray for those who can no longer have 
Sunday Mass. Show your grateful appreciation by 
praying for others. 

In addition to the plague prayers, the St. Joseph 
and Lenten devotions, the Mass and Vespers, I am also 
requesting prayers to St. Charles Borromeo, whom I 
mentioned above. He is the “go to saint” for plague 
(and we have a threefold one), for Catechism classes, as 
well as the patron of seminarians. This is always a 
worthwhile intention to be sure. 

Stay calm this week. Cut out the news. Barely 
glance at headlines. Read some sensible articles on the 
internet, which may open your eyes, but most of all 
read your bulletin, your Lenten devotional, and your 

Lenten book. Life will look different, I assure 
you. 

Oh, and do come Wednesday for Mass 
or Adoration. If enough of us would pray be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament Exposed, surely 
God would hear and spare. We have so much to pray 
for! 

Oremus! 
– Bishop Dolan 
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`Ü~ê~ÅíÉê= áë= ÇÉÅáÇJ
ÉÇ= Äó= çìê= ÅÜçáÅÉë;= íÜÉ=
ã~å=ïÜç=ÅÜççëÉë=íÜÉ=ëÉîJ
Éå= î~äìÉë= äáëíÉÇ= áå= íÜáë=
éê~óÉê=áë=~=ÖççÇ=ã~åK=qÜÉ=
“lìê= c~íÜÉêÒ= áë= íÜÉ= éÉêJ
ÑÉÅí= éê~óÉê;= áí= éÉíáíáçåë=
dçÇ=íç=Öê~åí= íÜÉ=ÖáÑíë= íÜ~í=ïçìäÇ=éÉêÑÉÅí=çìê=Üìã~å=å~J
íìêÉëK=	

lìê=içêÇI=tÜç=Ö~îÉ=ìë= íÜáë=éê~óÉê=eáãëÉäÑI=åÉîÉê=
áå=eáë=äáÑÉ=ìëÉÇ=íÜÉ=íÉêã=“lìê=c~íÜÉêÒ=çÑ=dçÇI=ïÜÉå=eÉ=
ï~ë=ëéÉ~âáåÖ=áå=eáë=çïå=å~ãÉK=eÉ=~äï~óë=ã~ÇÉ=íÜÉ=ÇáëJ
íáåÅíáçå=ÄÉíïÉÉå=“vçìê=c~íÜÉêÒ=~åÇ=“jó=c~íÜÉêÒ=íç=áåÇáJ
Å~íÉ= íÜÉ=ÇáëíáåÅíáçå= áå= çìê= ëí~íìëW= Ñçê=eÉ=ï~ë= íÜÉ=å~íìê~ä=
pçå=çÑ=dçÇ=~åÇ=ïÉ=~êÉ=íÜÉ=~ÇçéíÉÇ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK=fí=ï~ë=~ÑíÉê=
eÉ=Ü~Ç= ëéÉåí= ~= äçåÖ= íáãÉ= çå= íÜÉ=ãçìåí~áåíçé= áå= éê~óÉê=
íÜ~í=eáë=ÇáëÅáéäÉëI=~ëâáåÖ=eáã=Üçï=íÜÉó=ëÜçìäÇ=éê~óI=ïÉêÉ=
íçäÇI=“tÜÉå=óçì=éê~óI=ë~óÁÒ=^åÇ=íÜÉå=eÉ=Ö~îÉ=íÜÉã=íÜáë=
éê~óÉê=ïÜáÅÜI=ïÜÉå=Ñìääó=ãÉ~åíI=Ü~ë=ã~ÇÉ=ãÉå=ë~áåíë=Ñçê=
íÜÉ=é~ëí=íïç=íÜçìë~åÇ=óÉ~êëÁíÜÉ=éê~óÉê=íÜ~í=ÄÉÖáåëI=“lìê=
c~íÜÉê=tÜç= ~êí= áå=eÉ~îÉåIÒ=~åÇ= ÉåÇë=ïáíÜ= íÜÉ= ÅçåÑÉëëáçå=
çÑ=çìê=ÜÉäéäÉëëåÉëë= íç= ë~îÉ=çìêëÉäîÉë= Ñêçã=ëáå=ìåäÉëë=dçÇ=
eáãëÉäÑ=ëÜ~ääI=çÑ=eáë=dê~ÅÉI=“ÇÉäáîÉê=ìë=Ñêçã=ÉîáäKÒ	
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jçíÜÉêë=~êÉ=ÇÉëíáåÉÇI=Äó=dçÇI=íç=ÄêáåÖ=ìé=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ñçê=
ÜÉ~îÉåK=qÜáë=áë=íÜÉáê=Öê~åÇ=ãáëëáçåK=tÜ~í=~=Ü~ééáåÉëëI=ïÜ~í=
~å=Üçåçê=Ñçê=~=ãçíÜÉê=íç=ÖáîÉ=~åÖÉäë=íç=ÜÉ~îÉå>=

tçìäÇ=íç=dçÇ=ëÜÉ=çåäó=âåÉï=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=ÇáÖåáíó=~åÇ=áãJ
éçêí~åÅÉ= çÑ= ÜÉê= ãáëëáçåI= ~åÇ= ÅçãéêÉÜÉåÇÉÇ= íÜÉ= èì~äáÑáÅ~J
íáçåë= áå= íÜÉ=ãçê~ä=~åÇ=êÉäáÖáçìë=çêÇÉê= íÜ~í=ÄÉëí=éêÉé~êÉ=ÜÉê=
Ñçê= íÜÉ= ÇìíáÉë= çÑ= ÜÉê= ëìÄäáãÉ= Å~ääáåÖ>=tÜ~í=ãáëëáçå= Å~å=ÄÉ=
ãçêÉ=ëìÄäáãÉI=ãçêÉ=ë~ÅêÉÇI=ïÜ~í=ãáëëáçå=Å~å=ÄÉ=ãçêÉ=ãÉêáJ
íçêáçìë= ÄÉÑçêÉ=dçÇ= íÜ~å= íÜ~í= çÑ= ÖáîáåÖ= íç= íÜÉ= óçìåÖ= ÅÜáäÇ=
íÜÉ= éêáã~êó= äÉëëçåë= çÑ= êÉäáÖáçå\= qÜÉêÉ= áë= áåÇÉÉÇ= åçíÜáåÖ=
ãçêÉ= Üçåçê~ÄäÉI= åçíÜáåÖ=ãçêÉ=ãÉêáíçêáçìëI= åçíÜáåÖ=ïÜáÅÜ=
ÅçåÇìÅíë= íç= ÜáÖÜÉê= éÉêÑÉÅíáçåI= íÜ~å= íç= áåëíêìÅí= ÅÜáäÇêÉå= áå=
íÜÉáê=êÉäáÖáçìë=ÇìíáÉëK=qÜáë=áåëíêìÅíáçå=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=áë=~=êçó~äI=
~éçëíçäáÅI= ~åÖÉäáÅI= ~åÇ= ÇáîáåÉ= ÑìåÅíáçåK=Rçó~äI= ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ= íÜÉ=
çÑÑáÅÉ=çÑ=~=âáåÖ=áë=íç=éêçíÉÅí=Üáë=éÉçéäÉ=Ñêçã=Ç~åÖÉêK=^éçëJ
íçäáÅI= ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ= çìê= içêÇ= ÅçããáëëáçåÉÇ= ~éçëíäÉë= íç= áåëíêìÅí=
íÜÉ= å~íáçåëI= ~åÇI= ~ë= píK= gÉêçãÉ= ë~óëI= íÜìë= ã~ÇÉ= íÜÉã= íÜÉ=
ë~îáçêë= çÑ= ãÉåK= ^åÖÉäáÅI= ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ= íÜÉ= ~åÖÉäáÅ~ä= ëéáêáíë= áå=
ÜÉ~îÉå=ÉåäáÖÜíÉåI=éìêáÑóI=~åÇ=éÉêÑÉÅí=É~ÅÜ=çíÜÉê=~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=
íÜÉáê= ëéÜÉêÉëI= ~åÇ= íÜÉáê= É~êíÜäó=ãáëëáçå= áë= íç= ä~Äçê=ïáíÜçìí=
ÅÉ~ëáåÖ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ë~äî~íáçå=çÑ=ã~åK=píK=mÉíÉê=`ÜêóëçäçÖìë=Å~ääë=
íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=áåëíêìÅí=çíÜÉêë= áå=íÜÉ=ï~ó=çÑ=ë~äî~íáçåI=“íÜÉ=ëìÄJ
ëíáíìíÉë=çÑ=~åÖÉäëKÒ=fåÇÉÉÇ=íÜáë=ãáëëáçå=çÑ=ãçíÜÉêë=áë=ÇáîáåÉ;=
íÜÉó= ~êÉ= Å~ääÉÇ= íç= Å~êêó= çå= íÜÉ= îÉêó=ïçêâ= çÑ=dçÇ=eáãëÉäÑK=
bîÉêóíÜáåÖ= íÜ~í=^äãáÖÜíó=dçÇ=Ü~ë=ÇçåÉ= Ñêçã= íÜÉ= ÅêÉ~íáçå=
çÑ=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇI=~åÇ=ïÜáÅÜ=eÉ=ïáää=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=Çç=íç=íÜÉ=ÉåÇI=
Ü~ë=ÄÉÉåI=~åÇ=ïáää=ÄÉI=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ë~äî~íáçå=çÑ=ã~åâáåÇK=cçê=íÜáë=
eÉ= ëÉåí=eáë= pçå= Ñêçã=ÜÉ~îÉåI=ïÜç= ÉåäáÖÜíÉåÉÇ= íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=
Äó=eáë=ÇçÅíêáåÉI=~åÇ=ïÜç=ëíáää=ÅçåíáåìÉë=íç=áåëíêìÅí=eáë=éÉçJ
éäÉ=Äó=eáë=ÅÜçëÉå=ÇáëÅáéäÉëK=qÜçëÉ=ãçíÜÉêëI=íÜÉåI=ïÜç=ÇáêÉÅí=
íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=áå=íÜÉ=é~íÜë=íç=ÜÉ~îÉåI=ïÜç=~ääìêÉ=íÜÉã=Ñêçã=
îáÅÉI=ïÜç=Ñçêã=íÜÉã=íç=îáêíìÉI=ã~ó=Ñáíäó=ÄÉ=íÉêãÉÇ=~éçëíäÉëI=
~åÖÉäëI=~åÇ=ë~îáçêëK==

lÜ>=ïÜ~í=Öäçêó=~ï~áíë=íÜçëÉ=ãçíÜÉêë=ïÜç=éÉêÑçêã=íÜÉ=
çÑÑáÅÉ= çÑ= ~åÖÉäëI= ~åÇ= ÉîÉå= çÑ=dçÇ=eáãëÉäÑI= áå= ä~ÄçêáåÖ= Ñçê=
íÜÉ= ë~äî~íáçå= çÑ= íÜÉ= ëçìäë= çÑ= íÜÉáê= ÅÜáäÇêÉåK= fÑ= íÜáë= ÉãéäçóJ
ãÉåí=áë=Üçåçê~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=ãçíÜÉêëI=áí=áë=~äëç=åçí=äÉëë=ãÉêáíçêáçìë=
Ñçê= íÜÉãK=tÜ~í= áë= íÜÉ= êÉäáÖáçìë= áåëíêìÅíáçå=çÑ= ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=Äìí=
ÅçåÑÉêêáåÖ=çå=~=Åä~ëë=çÑ=çìê=ê~ÅÉI=íÜÉ=ïÉ~âÉëí=~åÇ=ãçëí=ÜÉäéJ
äÉëëI=ïáíÜ=áåÅçåÅÉáî~ÄäÉ=ä~Äçê=~åÇ=Ñ~íáÖìÉI=íÜÉ=ÖêÉ~íÉëí=çÑ=~ää=
ÄäÉëëáåÖë\= cçê=ïÜáäÉ= íÜÉ= éÜóëáÅ~ä= ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí= çÑ= íÜÉ= ÅÜáäÇ=
~Çî~åÅÉë=ïáíÜ=~ÖÉI=áí=áë=åçí=ëç=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ãÉåí~ä;=Ñçê=êÉäáÖáçìë=
áåëíêìÅíáçå=çåäó=Å~å=ÇÉîÉäçé= íÜÉ=åçÄäÉ= Ñ~ÅìäíáÉë=çÑ= íÜÉ= ëçìäK=
qÜÉ=ëçìä=çÑ=~=ÅÜáäÇI=ëç=íç=ëéÉ~âI=ïçìäÇ=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=äáîÉ=ÉåJ
ëÜêçìÇÉÇ= áå= m~Ö~å= Ç~êâåÉëëI= áÑ= íÜÉ=ãçíÜÉê= ÇáÇ= åçí= áãé~êí=
~åÇ=áåÑìëÉ=íÜÉ=äáÖÜí=çÑ=íêìíÜK=^ää=íÜÉ=ÖçäÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=áë=Äìí=
Çêçëë=áå=Åçãé~êáëçå=ïáíÜ=íêìÉ=êÉäáÖáçìë=âåçïäÉÇÖÉK==

lìê=p~îáçê=ë~óëW=“tÜçëçÉîÉê=ëÜ~ää=ÖáîÉ=íç=Çêáåâ=íç=çåÉ=
çÑ= íÜÉëÉ= äáííäÉ=çåÉëI= ÉîÉå=~= Åìé=çÑ= ÅçäÇ=ï~íÉêI= ëÜ~ää=åçí= äçëÉ=
Üáë= êÉï~êÇKÒ= Ej~ííK= ñK= QOKF= j~ó= ïÉ= åçí= áåÑÉê= íÜ~í= íÜçëÉ=
ãçíÜÉêë= ïÜç= ÄÉëíçï= ìéçå= ÅÜáäÇêÉå= íÜÉ= íêÉ~ëìêÉë= çÑ= ÇáîáåÉ=
âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=ïáää=êÉÅÉáîÉ=~å=ÉñÅÉÉÇáåÖäó=ÖêÉ~í=êÉï~êÇ\=fÑ=dçÇ=
ÇÉåçìåÅÉë=ëç=ëÉîÉêÉäó=íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=ëÅ~åÇ~äáòÉ=äáííäÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåW==

“_ìí= ÜÉ= íÜ~í= ëÜ~ää= ëÅ~åÇ~äáòÉ= çåÉ= çÑ=
íÜÉëÉ=äáííäÉ=çåÉëI=áí=ïÉêÉ=ÄÉííÉê=Ñçê=Üáã=
íÜ~í=~ ãáääëíçåÉ=ïÉêÉ=Ü~åÖÉÇ=~Äçìí=Üáë=
åÉÅâI= ~åÇ= ÜÉ= íÜÉêÉ= ÇêçïåÉÇ= áå= íÜÉ=
ÇÉéíÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëÉ~Ò=Ej~ííI=ñîáááK=SFI=ïÜ~í=
êÉÅçãéÉåëÉ= ïáää= ãçíÜÉêë= åçí= êÉÅÉáîÉ=
ïÜç=áåëíêìÅí=~åÇ=ë~åÅíáÑó=íÜÉã\= 

jçíÜÉêë= ïÜç= ÖáîÉ= íÜÉáê= ÉÑÑçêíë=
~åÇ= ãÉ~åë= íç= íÜáë= çÄàÉÅíI= ÅÜççëÉ= íÜÉ=
ëìêÉëí= ï~ó= íç= ~ééÉ~ëÉ= íÜÉ= ~åÖÉê= çÑ=
dçÇI= ~åÇ= íç= áåëìêÉ= íÜÉáê= çïå= ë~äî~J
íáçåK= qÜÉó= ÅÜççëÉ= íÜÉ= ÄÉëí= ãÉ~åë= çÑ=
~íí~áåáåÖ=~=ÜáÖÜ=ÇÉÖêÉÉ=çÑ=éÉêÑÉÅíáçåK=^äãáÖÜíó=dçÇ=ÖáîÉë=íç=
É~ÅÜ= çåÉ= íÜÉ= Öê~ÅÉë= éêçéÉê= íç= Üáë= îçÅ~íáçåK=jçíÜÉêëI= íÜÉêÉJ
ÑçêÉI= ïÜç= ~êÉ= ÇÉîçíÉÇ= íç= íÜÉ= êÉäáÖáçìë= áåëíêìÅíáçå= çÑ= íÜÉáê=
ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=ãìëí= êÉëí=~ëëìêÉÇ= íÜ~í=dçÇ=ïáää=ÖáîÉ= íÜÉã=Éñíê~çêJ
Çáå~êó= Öê~ÅÉë= íç= ~êêáîÉ= ~í= éÉêÑÉÅíáçåK= “tÜçÉîÉêIÒ= ë~óë= çìê=
içêÇI= “ëÜ~ää= êÉÅÉáîÉ= çåÉ= ëìÅÜ= äáííäÉ= ÅÜáäÇ= áå= jó= å~ãÉI= êÉJ
ÅÉáîÉíÜ=jÉKÒ=Ej~ííI=ñîáááK=RKF=tÜçëçÉîÉêI=íÜÉåI=ÄÉäáÉîÉë=íÜ~í=
çìê=p~îáçê=ïáää=åçí=~ääçï=eáãëÉäÑ=íç=ÄÉ=ëìêé~ëëÉÇ=áå=äáÄÉê~äáíóI=
ãìëí=~äëç=ÄÉäáÉîÉ= íÜ~í=eÉ=ïáää=ÄÉëíçï=eáë=ÅÜçáÅÉëí=ÄäÉëëáåÖë=
çå= íÜçëÉ= ãçíÜÉêë= ïÜç= áåëíêìÅí= íÜÉáê= ÅÜáäÇêÉå= áå= íÜÉ=
âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=çÑ=dçÇ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=äçîÉ=çÑ=îáêíìÉK==

tÜ~í=çÄäáÖ~íáçåë=Ü~îÉ=åçí=íÜÉ=“~åÖÉäëÒ=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=“ïÜç=
~äï~óë= ëÉÉ= íÜÉ= Ñ~ÅÉ= çÑ= íÜÉ=c~íÜÉê=tÜç= áë= áå= ÜÉ~îÉåÒ= Ej~ííI=
ñîáááK= NMFI= íç= éê~ó= Ñçê= íÜÉëÉ= ãçíÜÉêëÔíÜÉáê= ÇÉ~ê= ÅçääÉ~ÖìÉë=
~åÇ=ÅÜ~êáí~ÄäÉ=ëìÄëíáíìíÉëI=ïÜç=éÉêÑçêã=íÜÉáê=çÑÑáÅÉ=~åÇ=ÜçäÇ=
íÜÉáê=éä~ÅÉ=çå=É~êíÜK=qÜÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïáää=éê~ó=Ñçê=íÜÉáê=ãçíÜÉêëI=
~åÇ=dçÇ= Å~å= êÉÑìëÉ= åçíÜáåÖ= íç= íÜÉ= éê~óÉêë= çÑ= ÅÜáäÇêÉåI= ~åÇ=
íÜÉáê=ëìééäáÅ~íáçåë=ïáää=~ëÅÉåÇ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=éê~óÉêë=çÑ=íÜÉ=~åÖÉäëK==

aç=óçì=ÇÉëáêÉI=l=`Üêáëíá~å=ãçíÜÉêI=íç=ÄÉ=ë~îÉÇ\=aç=óçì=
ïáëÜ=íç=~ÅèìáêÉ=ÖêÉ~í=íêÉ~ëìêÉë= áå=ÜÉ~îÉåI=~åÇ=íç=~íí~áå=ÖêÉ~í=
éÉêÑÉÅíáçå=áå=íÜáë=äáÑÉ\Ôbãéäçó=óçìêëÉäÑ=ÇáäáÖÉåíäó=áå=íÜÉ=êÉJ
äáÖáçìë=áåëíêìÅíáçå=çÑ=óçìê=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK=aç=óçì=ïáëÜ=íç=Ö~áå=íÜÉ=
äçîÉ=çÑ=çìê=içêÇI=~åÇ=íç=ÇÉëÉêîÉ=eáë=éêçíÉÅíáçå\ÔqÉ~ÅÜ=óçìê=
ÅÜáäÇêÉå=íç=ÑÉ~ê=~åÇ=äçîÉ=dçÇ;=óçì=Å~ååçí=Çç=~åóíÜáåÖ=ãçêÉ=
éäÉ~ëáåÖ=íç=eáë=aáîáåÉ=eÉ~êíK==

fí=áë=êÉä~íÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=dçëéÉä=íÜ~í=ãçíÜÉêë=ÄêçìÖÜí=íç=eáã=
äáííäÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI= íÜ~í=eÉ=ãáÖÜí=íçìÅÜ=íÜÉãK=^åÇ=íÜÉ=ÇáëÅáéäÉë=
êÉÄìâÉÇ=íÜÉã=íÜ~í=ÄêçìÖÜí=íÜÉãK=^åÇ=ïÜÉå=gÉëìë=ë~ï=áíI=eÉ=
ï~ë=ãìÅÜ=ÇáëéäÉ~ëÉÇI=~åÇ=ë~áÇ=íç=íÜÉãW=“pìÑÑÉê=äáííäÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=
íç=ÅçãÉ=íç=ãÉI=~åÇ=ÑçêÄáÇ=íÜÉã=åçíW=Ñçê=çÑ=ëìÅÜ=áë=íÜÉ=âáåÖJ
Ççã=çÑ=dçÇW=~åÇ=ÉãÄê~ÅáåÖ=íÜÉãI=~åÇ=ä~óáåÖ=eáë=Ü~åÇë=çå=
íÜÉãI=eÉ= ÄäÉëëÉÇ= íÜÉãKÒ= fÑ= gÉëìë=ï~ë= ÇáëéäÉ~ëÉÇ=ïáíÜ= íÜçëÉ=
ïÜç=éêÉîÉåíÉÇ=äáííäÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ñêçã=ÅçãáåÖ=íç=eáãI=ïÜ~í=äçîÉ=
~åÇ=íÉåÇÉêåÉëë=ïáää=eÉ=åçí=Ü~îÉ=Ñçê=íÜçëÉ=ãçíÜÉêë=Äó=ïÜçëÉ=
ãÉ~åë=íÜÉó=ÅçãÉ=íç=eáã\==

lÜ>= Üçï= ÅçåëçäÉÇ= ïáää= íÜÉó= åçí= ÄÉ= áå= íÜÉáê= ä~ëí= ÜçìêI=
ïÜÉå=íÜÉó=ëÜ~ää=ëÉÉ=íÜÉ=ëçìäë=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=ïÜçã=íÜÉó=éêÉé~êÉÇ=Ñçê=
ÜÉ~îÉåI=~ÅÅçãé~åáÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉáê=ÖççÇ=~åÖÉäëI=ëìêêçìåÇáåÖ=íÜÉáê=
ÄÉÇ= çÑ= ÇÉ~íÜI= ÑçêãáåÖI= ~ë= áí= ïÉêÉI= ~= Öì~êÇ= íç= éêçíÉÅí= íÜÉã=
Ñêçã=íÜÉ=ëå~êÉë=~åÇ=~ëë~ìäíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÉåÉãó>==

qÜáë=áë=~=Ü~ééáåÉëë=ïÜáÅÜ=íÜçëÉ=ãçíÜÉêë=ã~ó=ÅçåÑáÇÉåíJ
äó=ÉñéÉÅí=ïÜç=ä~Äçê=~ëëáÇìçìëäó=íç=ÖáîÉ=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~=ÖççÇ=
êÉäáÖáçìë=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=^Ü>=ïçìäÇ=íç=dçÇI=f=ë~ó=çåÅÉ=ãçêÉI=íÜ~í=
ãçíÜÉêë=ïçìäÇ=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ=íÜÉáê=ëìÄäáãÉ=ãáëëáçå=çå=É~êíÜ>==



#=qfjbiv==mR^vbRp=#=
 

qÜÉ=eçäó=c~ÅÉ=áë=íÜÉ=pçìäÛë=péêáåÖ=
mR^vbR=lc=pqK=dbRqRrab=

=

l=içêÇ=gÉëìëI=ÇÉäáÖÜíÑìä=~åÇ=ã~àÉëíáÅ=
áë= qÜó= `çìåíÉå~åÅÉI= ïÜÉêÉ= íÜÉêÉ=
ê~Çá~íÉë= íÜÉ= ÄÉ~ìíÉçìë= ~ìê~= çÑ= íÜÉ=
ÇáîáåáíóK= fåÅäáåÉ= qÜó= ~Ççê~ÄäÉ= c~ÅÉ=
íçï~êÇë=ãÉ=íÜ~í=f=ã~ó=Çê~ï=ëç=ÅäçëÉ=
~ë= åçí= íç= ÄÉ= åÉ~ê= Äìí= ê~íÜÉê= ïáíÜáå=
qÜÉÉK=tÜÉå=ïáää=f=ÅçãÉ=íç=ÅçåíÉãJ
éä~íÉ= íÜ~í= ÅçîÉíÉÇI= ÇÉëáê~ÄäÉ= ~åÇ=
~Ççê~ÄäÉ= c~ÅÉ= çÑ= ãó= gÉëìëI= ïÜçëÉ=
ÄÉ~ìíó= ãó= ëçìä= Ü~ë= äçåÖ= íÜáêëíÉÇ= íç=
ÄÉÜçäÇ\= tÜÉå= ïáää= f= ~ééÉ~ê= ÄÉÑçêÉ=
qÜó= íÜêçåÉ= íç= äççâ= ìéçå= qÜó= ÇÉJ
äáÖÜíÑìä= c~ÅÉI= ïÜçëÉ= ÇáîáåÉ= ëéäÉåÇçê=
áå=áíëÉäÑ=ÑìäÑáääë=íÜÉ=ÇÉëáêÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ë~áåíë=
~åÇ=ÄêáåÖë=ÑçêíÜ=éê~áëÉë=çÑ=Éñìäí~íáçå=
Ñêçã= íÜÉ= ÜÉ~êí= ~åÇ= äáéë\= dê~åí=
ÑçêíÜïáíÜI= íÜ~í= f= ã~ó= ÄÉ= Ü~ëíáäó= ÇÉJ
äáîÉêÉÇ=Ñêçã=íÜáë= ä~åÇ=çÑ=ÉñáäÉI= íÜ~í=f=
ã~ó= ÄÉÜçäÇ=qÜó=ãçëí= ÖÉåíäÉ=`çìåJ
íÉå~åÅÉK=eçï=Å~å=ÉóÉë=ÄÉ=ë~íá~íÉÇ=áå=
ÄÉÜçäÇáåÖ=~åÇ=É~êë= áå=ÜÉ~êáåÖ=çÑ= íÜÉ=
Öäçêó=çÑ=qÜó=`çìåíÉå~åÅÉ>=táíÜçìí=
qÜÉÉI= eÉ~îÉå= ~åÇ= É~êíÜ= ~åÇ= ~ää=
íÜáåÖë= ~êÉ= äáâÉ= íçí~ä= ÄäÉ~âåÉëëK= qÜó=
~Ççê~ÄäÉ=c~ÅÉ=~äçåÉ=áë=ãó=ëçä~ÅÉ=~åÇ=
íÜÉ= éä~ÅáÇåÉëë= çÑ= péêáåÖK= l= gÉëìëI=
ëéêáåâäÉ=ãó=ãÉãÄÉêë=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ÄäççÇ=
íÜ~í=ëíêÉ~ãë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=ïçìåÇë=çÑ=qÜó=
Öäçêáçìë=eÉ~ÇI=ÅêçïåÉÇ=ïáíÜ=íÜçêåëK=
qÜÉ= áåÉÑÑ~ÄäÉ= éÉêÑìãÉ= çÑ= íÜ~í= ÄäççÇ=
~åÇ= çÑ= íÜçëÉ= ëìÑÑÉêáåÖë= ëÜ~ää= Ä~åáëÜ=
ëäçíÜÑìäåÉëë= ~åÇ= íçêéáÇáíó= Ñêçã= íÜÉ=
ëçìä=~åÇ=~Ççêå=áí=~åÉïI=~ë=áí=ÅçãÉë=íç=
é~ëë=áå=íÜÉ=péêáåÖíáãÉ=ïÜÉå=íÜÉ=Ñêçëí=
çÑ=táåíÉê=áë=çîÉêK=^ãÉåK=
=
mR^vbR=lc=pqK=_bkbaf`q=i^_Rb=

=

gÉëìë=`ÜêáëíI=háåÖ=çÑ=däçêóI=Å~ãÉ=áå=
éÉ~ÅÉK= dçÇ= ï~ë= ã~ÇÉ= ã~åK= qÜÉ=
içêÇ= ï~ë= ã~ÇÉ= cäÉëÜK= `Üêáëí= ï~ë=
Äçêå= çÑ= íÜÉ= sáêÖáå= j~êóK= `Üêáëí=
ï~äâÉÇ=áå=éÉ~ÅÉ=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=ãáÇëí=çÑ=
íÜÉãK= `Üêáëí= ï~ë= ÅêìÅáÑáÉÇK= `Üêáëí=
ÇáÉÇK= `Üêáëí= ï~ë= ÄìêáÉÇK= `Üêáëí= êçëÉ=
~Ö~áåK= `Üêáëí= ~ëÅÉåÇÉÇ= áåíç= ÜÉ~îÉåK=
`Üêáëí= ÅçåèìÉêëK= `Üêáëí= êÉáÖåëK=
`Üêáëí= Åçãã~åÇëK= j~ó= `Üêáëí= ÇÉJ
ÑÉåÇ=ìë=Ñêçã=~ää=ÉîáäK=gÉëìë=áë=ïáíÜ=ìëK=
lìê=c~íÜÉêI=e~áä=j~êóI=däçêó=_ÉK=
 

=^=mR^vbR=fk=qfjb=lc=^ccif`J
qflkI=t^RpI=mbpqfibk`bI=bq`K=

=

cê~åÅáë=gçÜå=_~êíÜçäçãÉïI=~=m~ëëáçåJ
áëí= jçåâ= çÑ= pëK= gçÜå= ~åÇ= m~ìä= ~í=
RçãÉI=~=ãçëí=Üçäó=ã~åI=ïÜç=Ü~Ç= ÑêÉJ
èìÉåí= êÉîÉä~íáçåëI= çåÅÉ= ë~óáåÖ= j~ëëI=
íÜçìÖÜí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëÅçìêÖÉë=~Äçìí=íç= Ñ~ää=çå=
íÜÉ= ïçêäÇÔï~êëI= Ñ~ãáåÉI= éÉëíáäÉåÅÉI=
ÉíÅKI= ïÜÉå= íÜÉ= ÑçääçïáåÖ= éê~óÉê= ï~ë=
êÉîÉ~äÉÇ= íç= ÜáãI= ~åÇ= ÜÉ=ï~ë= íçäÇ= íÜ~í=
ïÜçëçÉîÉê= êÉÅáíÉÇ= áíI= ïáíÜ= ÇÉîçíáçåI=
ïçìäÇ= ÄÉ= éêÉëÉêîÉÇ= Ñêçã= ~ää= Ç~åÖÉêëI=
ïáíÜ= ïÜáÅÜ= íÜÉ= ïÜçäÉ= ïçêäÇ= ïáää= ÄÉ=
îáëáíÉÇW==

l= gÉëìëI=aáîáåÉ=RÉÇÉÉãÉêI= ÄÉ=
ãÉêÅáÑìä= íç= ìë= ~åÇ= íç= íÜÉ= ïÜçäÉ=
ïçêäÇK=^ãÉåK=

l= mçïÉêÑìä= dçÇ>= l= eçäó=
dçÇ>= l= fããçêí~ä= dçÇ>= Ü~îÉ= éáíó=
çå=ìëI=~åÇ=~ää=ïÜç=~êÉ= áå=íÜÉ=ïÜçäÉ=
ïçêäÇK=^ãÉåK=

m~êÇçå=~åÇ=ãÉêÅóI=l=ãó=gÉëìëI=
ÇìêáåÖ= íÜÉëÉ= éêÉëÉåí= Ç~åÖÉêëK= mçìê=
çå= ìë= qÜó= ãçëí= mêÉÅáçìë= _äççÇK=
^ãÉåK=

l= bíÉêå~ä= c~íÜÉêI= ÄÉ= ãÉêÅáÑìä=
íç=ìëK=_ó=íÜÉ=_äççÇ=çÑ=gÉëìë=`ÜêáëíI=
qÜó=çåäó=pçåI=ÄÉ=ãÉêÅáÑìä=íç=ìëI=ïÉ=
ÄÉëÉÉÅÜ= qÜÉÉK= ^ãÉåI= ^ãÉåI=
^ãÉåK=

l= dçÇI= ÄÉ= ~ééÉ~ëÉÇ= Äó= íÜÉ=
ëìééäáÅ~íáçåë= ïÉ= ~ÇÇêÉëë= íç= qÜÉÉI=
~åÇ= íÜêçìÖÜ= íÜÉ= áåíÉêÅÉëëáçå= çÑ= íÜÉ=
ÉîÉê=_äÉëëÉÇ=sáêÖáå=j~êóI=íÜÉ=ÖäçêáJ
çìë= píK= gçëÉéÜI= ~åÇ= ~ää= íÜÉ= p~áåíëI=
ÇÉÑÉåÇ=ìë=Ñêçã=~ää=Ç~åÖÉêëI=íÜêçìÖÜ=
gÉëìë=`Üêáëí=çìê=içêÇK=^ãÉåK==

=
mR^vbR=lc=pqK=_bRk^Rafkb=lc=

pfbk^=
=

_äÉëëÉÇ= gçëÉéÜI= âÉÉé= ìë= áå= ãáåÇI=
~åÇ= ÜÉäé= ìë= ïáíÜ= íÜó= éê~óÉêK= mäÉ~Ç=
çìê=Å~ìëÉ=ÄÉÑçêÉ=eáã=tÜç=ï~ë= êÉJ
éìíÉÇ=íÜó=pçåI=~åÇ=ãçîÉ=~äëç=áå=çìê=
ÄÉÜ~äÑ=íÜó=ãçëí=ÄäÉëëÉÇ=îáêÖáå=_êáÇÉI=
íÜÉ=jçíÜÉê= çÑ=eáã=tÜç= äáîÉë= ~åÇ=
êÉáÖåë=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=c~íÜÉê=~åÇ=íÜÉ=eçäó=
dÜçëí=Ñçê=~ää=ÉíÉêåáíóK=^ãÉåK=

mR^vbR=lc=qeb=`erR`e=ql=qeb=
clrRqbbk=eliv=ebimbRp=fk=

qfjb=lc=kbba=
=

mê~ó=Ñçê=ìëI=~ää=óÉ=eçäó=eÉäéÉêë>=
qÜ~í=ïÉ=ã~ó=ÄÉ=ã~ÇÉ=ïçêíÜó=çÑ= íÜÉ=
éêçãáëÉë=çÑ=`ÜêáëíK=

^äãáÖÜíó= dçÇI= tÜç= ÅêçïåÉÇ=
íÜÉ= ÑçìêíÉÉå= eçäó= eÉäéÉêë= ïáíÜ= ÉñJ
íÉêå~ä=Öäçêó=çå=~ÅÅçìåí=çÑ=íÜÉáê=ÉñÅÉäJ
äÉåí= îáêíìÉë;= ~åÇ= ÇáëíáåÖìáëÜÉÇ= íÜÉã=
ÉëéÉÅá~ääó= íÜ~í= ïÉ= ëÜçìäÇ= Ü~îÉ= êÉJ
ÅçìêëÉ= íç= íÜÉã= áå=çìê=åÉÅÉëëáíáÉëI=ïÉ=
éê~ó=qÜÉÉ=ÖáîÉ=ìë=íÜÉ=Öê~ÅÉ=íç=áãáí~íÉ=
íÜÉáê= îáêíìÉëI= ~åÇ= íç= ÇáÉ= ~= Ü~ééó=
ÇÉ~íÜI=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉáê=ãÉêáíëK=dê~åí=ìë=
é~êÇçå=Ñçê=çìê=ëáåëI=qÜó=~ëëáëí~åÅÉ=áå=
~ää= çìê= ÖççÇ= ïçêâëI= ëç= íÜ~í= ïÉ= ã~ó=
ÅçåíáåìÉ= áå=qÜó= äçîÉ=íç=íÜÉ=ÉåÇI=~åÇ=
~ÑíÉê= íÜáë= äáÑÉ= ÄÉ= êÉï~êÇÉÇ= ïáíÜ= íÜÉ=
Åêçïå=çÑ= ÉíÉêå~ä= Ü~ééáåÉëëK=qÜêçìÖÜ=
íÜÉ= ë~ãÉ= gÉëìë= `ÜêáëíI= çìê= içêÇK=
^ãÉåK=

=

=
 
“By the very nature of His work the 
Redeemer had to associate His 
Mother with it. For this reason we 
invoke her under the title of Co-
Redemptrix.”==Ó=máìë=uf=



# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = == = = = = = = ===
 

MON 3/23/20 FERIAL DAY FAST 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Mrs. Mary McGuire (Dave & MaryAnn 
  Marko) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Don Pfannenstiel (Colleen Eldracher) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 

 
TUE 3/24/20 ST. GABRIEL, ARCHANGEL  FAST  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Kyle McGuire – Happy 80th Birthday! 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Loraine Gates (Mary Lacy) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Anthony & †Karen Hable (K. & J. 
  Bischel) 

 
WED 3/25/20 THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BVM      FAST 
  DAY OF PRAYER FOR MERCY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intentions (P.T. & A.M. Omlor) 
 11:25 AM  High Mass To appease the wrath of God (Bishop 
  Dolan), Exposition 
  All Afternoon Adoration of the Blessed  
  Sacrament to appease the anger of God 
 2:30 PM Annunciation Vespers (No Stations) 
  Adorers needed 3:20 – 4:55 
 4:30 PM Rosary & Benediction 
      5:10 PM Low Mass In honor of Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
  – Thanksgiving (Sarah Burns) 

 
THU 3/26/20 FERIAL DAY   FAST  
 $ 7:00 AM Low Mass My Godparents (John Brueggemann) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Mary Rose Peter – 3rd Anniversary  
  (Simpson family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Margaret Soli & †Mary Rose Peter (Jim 
  Soli) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 

 
FRI 3/27/20 ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, CD FAST 
  THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Rachel K. Matties Health (Mr. & Mrs. 
  Victor Ritze) 
 11:06 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Edward J. Martin (Mr. & Mrs. Mark 
  Lotarski & Family) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass In honor of St. Joseph & for the Poor Souls 
  – Special Intentions (TRCS) 
 6:45 PM Lenten Supper 
 7:30 PM Stations of the Cross, Sorrowful Mother  
  Novena VIII, Blessing of the Sick, Benediction 
 8:30 PM (approx.) Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
SAT 3/28/20 ST. JOHN CAPISTRAN, C     FAST 
  ALTAR BOYS DAY 
 7:15 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Fr. Stephen McKenna Anniversary (Mr. 
  & Mrs. Victor Ritze) 
 8:05 AM Ave & Devotions 
 8:20 AM High Mass & Sermon My family & friends (Rich 
  VandeRyt) 
 After Mass Help us to cover the statues! 
 2:30 PM Conclusion of Altar Boys Day 

=

qev=tfii=_b=alkb=
=

qÜÉëÉ= ïçêÇë=
~êÉ= ~= ëïÉÉí= êÉÑìÖÉ=
éêÉé~êÉÇ= Ñçê= ìë= Äó=
íÜÉ= ÖççÇ= dçÇ= áå=
íÜÉ= ãáÇëí= çÑ= íÜÉ=
~êáÇ= ~åÇ=ïÉ~êó=ÇÉJ
ëÉêí= ïÜáÅÜ= ïÉ= Å~ää=
äáÑÉK=

qÜó= ïáää= ÄÉ=
ÇçåÉ>=RÉéÉ~í=íÜÉëÉ=
ïçêÇë=ïÜÉå=ÜÉ~êíJ
ÄêçâÉå= Äó= ëçäáíìÇÉ=
~åÇ=ÅêìëÜÉÇ=Äó=åÉJ
ÖäÉÅíI=~åÇ=íÜÉó=ïáää=
ÄÉ=Ñçê=óçì=~=ÅçåëçäáåÖ=ÑêáÉåÇI=~=ëìëí~áåáåÖ=ëìééçêíI=~=äçîJ
áåÖ=ÜÉ~êí=ïÜáÅÜ=ïáää=êÉã~áå=~äï~óë=ïáíÜ=óçìK=

qÜó= ïáää= ÄÉ= ÇçåÉ>=RÉéÉ~í= íÜÉëÉ= ïçêÇëI= íáãáÇ= ~åÇ=
~åñáçìë=ÜÉ~êíI=ìåÅÉêí~áå=çÑ=íÜÉ=é~íÜ=íç=ÑçääçïI=~åÇ=âåçïJ
áåÖ=åç=äçåÖÉê=çÑ=ïÜçã=íç=ëÉÉâ=ÅçìåëÉäI=~åÇ=íÜÉó=ïáää=ÄÉ=
íç=óçì=~=äáÖÜí=ïÜáÅÜ=ïáää=ÖìáÇÉ=óçì=áå=íÜÉ=ï~ó=íç=ÜÉ~îÉåK=

qÜó= ïáää= ÄÉ= ÇçåÉ>=RÉéÉ~í= íÜÉëÉ= ïçêÇë= ïáíÜ= ÉîÉêó=
ÄêÉ~íÜI= ïáíÜ= ÉîÉêó= éìäë~íáçå= çÑ= óçìê= ÜÉ~êíI= ïáíÜ= ÉîÉêó=
ãçîÉãÉåí=çÑ=óçìê=äáéëK=dçÇ=ïáää=~äï~óë=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ=íÜÉã=
~ë=óçì=áåíÉåÇ=íÜÉãK=pçãÉíáãÉë=~ë=~=éê~óÉêI=~ë=~å=~Åí=çÑ=
êÉëáÖå~íáçåI=~ë=~å=~Åí=çÑ=Ñ~áíÜ=áå=íáãÉ=çÑ=íêçìÄäÉI=~ë=~å=~Åí=
çÑ=ÜçéÉ=áå=íáãÉ=çÑ=ÑÉ~êÔ~äï~óë=~ë=~å=~Åí=çÑ=äçîÉ>=

qÜó=ïáää=ÄÉ=ÇçåÉ>=vÉëI= íÜÉåI=ãó=dçÇI=qÜó=ïáää=ÄÉ=
ÇçåÉ>=qÜó=ïáää=ÄÉ=ÇçåÉ>= f= ë~ó= áí= Ñêçã=íÜÉ=ÇÉéíÜë=çÑ=ãó=
ëçìä;= ~åÇ= áåíç= íÜÉ= ~Äóëë= çÑ= íÜÉëÉ= ëìéêÉãÉ= ïçêÇë= f= Å~ëí=
ãóëÉäÑI=ãó=ÄçÇóI=ãó=ëçìäI=ãó=ïÜçäÉ=ÄÉáåÖI=~åÇ=~ää=íÜ~í=f=
äçîÉ=ÜÉêÉ=ÄÉäçï>=qÜó=ïáää=ÄÉ=ÇçåÉ>=

=

=
S e r v e r s  

 

SUN 3/29 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: J. Lacy, C. Richesson TH: D. Simpson ACs: M.  
 Simpson, C. Arlinghaus TORCH: T. & D. England, J. & N. Kolenich 
 11:15 AM STATIONS: MC: D. Simpson CROSS: C. Arlinghaus ACS: T. & D. 
 England 
 11:30 AM LOW: A. McClorey, P. McClorey 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 

 
 
 
 

 SUN 3/29/20  PASSION SUNDAY 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Rich VandeRyt (Christopher   
  Browne) 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Margaret Soli (Mary & children) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:15 AM Short Stations 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Richard VandeRyt (Joseph  
  McMahon) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the  
  Great 

	



MONDAY IN LENT IV 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” 
(Luke xi. 3.) While waiting for the 
Kingdom prepared for us and labor-
ing to obtain it, we have need of 
sustenance for body and soul, and 
we ask God to give us what is nec-

essary for both the one and the other. God is 
our Father, and He will not refuse food to His 
children. He is our Master, we are working for 
Him, and He will supply us with all that is 
needful to keep us strong in His service. Let us 
renew our confidence in Him.  

We beg bread for the body and for our 
natural support; this implies whatsoever is 
necessary; not indulgence, not luxuries. We 
ask for food day by day and for each day, be-
cause we need it daily, and it must come to us 
from God either by a fresh gift, or by the 
preservation of what He has already given us: 
we ask for it for one day only, “this day,” be-
cause, having a Kingdom waiting for us, we 
do not look forward to a long protracted so-
journ in the world we now inhabit.  

 
TUESDAY IN LENT IV 

The bread we ask for our soul is the word of 
God, that word which is our daily sustenance, 
the graces, lights, inspirations and consola-
tions, which gladden us, strengthen us and 
preserve our supernatural life: “our super-
substantial bread” (Matt. vi 2). This bread is 
the Holy Eucharist, the bread of the angels 
which is our nourishment also; it is our daily 
bread, because we need it day by day; every 
day invites us to receive it, and we ought to be 
in a state fit to receive it daily: “So live as to 
deserve daily to receive.” 

Our first concern, as Jesus has taught us, 
has been to seek the kingdom of God—His 
justice, His interests; that His Name be 

praised, His kingdom come, His will be done. 
This being so, “all these things”—the needs of 
our temporal life—“shall be added unto you.” 
Then why now ask for our daily bread, which 
clearly is one of our most immediate needs? The 
Master seems to be inconsistent. 
 

WEDNESDAY IN LENT IV 
But we must take things in 
their context. We are not to be 
anxious, worrying, fearful. For 
our own sakes it is good that 
even when He sees our needs, 

we should ask like little children. It will help us 
to cultivate precisely that childlike, trusting spir-
it which is so pleasing to the Father. For when 
we ask, we exercise the spirit of childlike trust. 
Unless we confidently hoped to be heard, we 
should hardly persist in asking, as He would 
have us persist. It fosters humility, another vir-
tue so dear to His Heart. Also, we are more apt 
to give thanks for the gift won by asking; and 
gratitude means so much for producing nobility 
of character, for prompting to generosity, the 
desire to make some return for God’s goodness. 
Petition is a needed reminder to forgetful chil-
dren that it is the heavenly Father who is the 
Giver of all good gifts. When eternal Wisdom 
teaches us and urges that we ask and seek and 
knock, we may be sure there is wisdom in our 
asking, even when we ask for the daily bread for 
this day, which our heavenly Father knows we 
have need of. We do well, indeed, to ask; but 
with the full confidence of a child toward the 
best of fathers; not solicitous, not anxious. 

 
THURSDAY IN LENT IV 

“This day.” Jesus might have said, “day by 
day;” instead He says, “this day.” For we are not 
to be anxious about the morrow. Then there are 

so many other needs that He 
might have included—health, 
strength, security, peace. He 
bids us ask for our bread for 
this day. It is a token of all 
those essential corporal, mate-
rial, temporal needs which are 
known to our Father in their every detail, in 
their multitudinous number. He wants us to 
ask; it is good for us. “This day, our bread” 
sums up to that simple, undoubting, unanx-
ious, childlike trust which such a Father de-
serves. “Bread”—food. It is a very mundane, 
material thing we are bid to pray for. Food ap-
pertains to our animal nature. Only a year be-
fore, when Satan had tempted Jesus to provide 
bread for His own hungering body, Jesus had 
replied: “Not by bread alone does man 
live….” Ah, yes! There it is. Not by bread 
alone. The God who gave man soul and body 
does not forget nor despise either, nor does He 
ask us to do so. But He views both in proper 
perspective, with a correct esteem of values. If 
Jesus’ self-appointed interpreters were pos-
sessed of some of this poise and sameness of 
judgment, we should be spared at least the ex-
tremes of Puritanism and Manichaeism on the 
one hand, and those of unbridled indulgence 
on the other. By the very fact that God has 
created the body and its needs, they are all in-
vested with a claim to our reverence; and 
since God became Incarnate and the Word 
dwelt among us, like to us in all things with-
out sin, even a certain sacredness surrounds 
them all—that is, to those who have learned to 

think in their 
hearts…. How 
much this can add to 
the richness of life, 
even a little reflec-
tion will show.  



FRIDAY IN LENT IV 
THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 

Even in the natural order the sharing of the 
common meal, the invitation to one’s table, 
has from time immemorial been recognized as 
a gesture of equality, the seal of friendship and 
brotherhood. The festive board, the banquet, 
holds the place of honor for the manifestation 
of mutual joy and good will. 

Since the night when Jesus took bread 
and blessed and broke, and gave to His disci-
ples, the common board, the breaking of bread 
has, for those who understand, a new and sub-
lime connotation. It silently reminds them of 
the Banquet which He daily spreads, and to 
which He invites not only select friends, but to 
which He calls men and women from the 
highways and byways, from far and near; it 
reminds them of that Bread which, broken by 
Jesus Himself and shared with all who will 
come to the Feast, should be as no other ban-
quet can be, the token and pledge of universal 
fellowship, of the common brotherhood of all.   

 
SATURDAY IN LENT IV 

Ever since Jesus took bread and changed it 
into His Body, all food, and particularly bread, 
ought to be an object of reverence—in re-
membrance. Grace before and after meals, be-
sides their additional significance, ought to 
help cultivate this reverence. Where this 
Christian reverence that carefully gathers up 
the crumbs lest some foot tread upon them is 
observed, there is not much danger of reckless 
and—in the face of so much distressing pov-
erty—shameful waste. The poor will not be 
forgotten. 

How is the Christian practice of saying 
grace in common before and after meals ob-
served in my home? What use is made of the 

common meal to foster genuine family spirit? 
To strengthen and make more attractive the ties 
that bind the family together?  

 
PASSION SUNDAY 

How do we thank God for the material bread 
He gives us every day? Too often, alas, we re-
spond to God’s daily benefits by daily offenses! 

Every day the Good Lord prepares our 
food; either by sending rain to make the seeds 
sprout, or cold to destroy destructive insects, or 
else by bringing the sun’s rays nearer the earth 
to ripen our crops. There is no day in which God 
is not occupied with us; no instant wherein His 
solicitude for us slackens. His goodness is daily 
and unceasing, just as our falls and backslidings 
are daily. 

This is the way a priest one day in a ser-
mon deplored a man’s ingratitude towards God: 
“When you think of Him least of all,” he said, 
“while you are busy displeasing Him, He is 
mindful of you and works for you, and destines 
for you the moil and toil of creation. Consider 
the nobility and gentleness of this truly royal 
and divine Heart. At the very moment that you 
are most forgetful of Him, or even offending 
Him, He causes the dew from heaven to fall on 
your hills; He causes the fruits on your trees and 
the vegetables in your gardens to grow. He cre-
ates the delights of your table, and says to you—
not in words, but in deeds—‘The displeasure 
you cause Me is extreme. You commit sin, 
which causes Me infinite displeasure. But for all 
revenge, behold these perfumed flowers, these 
delicious fruits, I give you. “Taste, and see that 
the Lord is good.” ’ And is He not indeed good 
to shower down upon you so many delights, in 
return for the vexations 
you offer Him every 
day?”  

 

 

LENT 2020 
THE OUR FATHER 

 

 
 

“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY 
BREAD” 

 

How to Meditate: 
Say a little prayer to the Holy Ghost to start. Read 
over the text slowly. Pause, reread it prayerfully. Sit 
quietly with it. Pray in your own words. Conclude 
with the Our Father. 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
I beseech Thee, O Father of compassion, 
vouchsafe to forgive the souls of the faithful 
departed whereinsoever they have not received 
the most blessed and adorable Sacrament of the 
Altar with pure and perfect desire, devotion, 
and love; or have received it unworthily, or 
seldom or not at all. 

And in satisfaction for these their sins I of-
fer Thee the consummate holiness and the de-
votion of Thy Son, together with that most ar-
dent love and ineffable yearning desire where-
with He bestowed upon us this most inestima-
ble treasure. Amen. 


