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“He did not treat us as our sins deserved. For 
we are now sons of God. How do we show 
this? The only Son of God died for us, so 
that He might not remain alone. He who 
died as the only Son, did not want to remain 
as the only Son. For the only Son of God 
made many sons of God. He bought broth-
ers for Himself by His blood, He made them 
welcome by being rejected, He ransomed 
them by being sold, He honored them by be-
ing dishonored, He gave them life by being 
put to death.”  – St. Augustine 
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“The Apostle Paul, formerly Saul, was 
changed from a robbing wolf into a meek lamb. 
Formerly, he was an enemy of the Church, 
then, is manifest as an Apostle. Formerly, he 
stalked it, then, preached it.”   – St. Augustine=



#=qeb=_fpelmÛp=`lRkbR=#==
=

On Candlemas I could have sung with Old Sime-
on my Nunc Dimitis, seeing for the first time in all my 
years a pretty much full church for the Purification. 
Such a beautifully celebrated, harmoniously sung and 
expertly served service! First came the Blessing of Can-
dles in the darkening church, the procession with its 
robust responsory, composed by our  own organist at 
the behest of Fr. Cekada, whose spirit stays with us still. 
Then we boldly passed through the chilly but so con-
venient cloister, and thus back to church, which had 
shed its purple and was now in festive array, awaiting 
the solemn Sacrifice. February 2nd honors both the 
Presentation and the Purification, both Son and Moth-
er. This feast perfectly bridges the Incarnation and the 
Redemption, taking us from Christmas to Holy Week 
and Easter in its themes and prayers, the interplay of 
sorrow and joy, of light and darkness. Well, that’s the 
life of a Christian, isn’t it? And so many Christians 
came to the Mass of Candles. “Lord, lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace.” Well, maybe not quite yet… 

There was still the party to stay for. Our Candle-
mas Soup Supper is simplicity itself, but also an ele-
gantly planned affair from its souvenir placemats to the 
carefully cooked soups, each one of them a delight to 
sample. And so many people to know and greet.... 
What a great time. 

Well, it’s almost Lent, which means time to tuck 
into the traditional church suppers for the Friday Night 
Recollections. Or maybe volunteer with a church friend 
to take a night? One of those tasty meatless soups from 
last week, perhaps healthy brown rice or quinoa or pasta 
to serve it over, a nice fresh salad, fruit cup... Well, use 
your imagination! And don’t forget the lentils! We try 
to feed you in Lent, soul first and then stomach. 

Don’t forget mind, too. There’s another Tea Party 
meeting in Helfta Hall on Tuesday at about 7, 7:15 
PM. These are interesting affairs and always informa-
tive. Where does our country, our world go from here? 

The Dinosaur Man from Columbus, Hugh Miller, 
died recently. He was a member of St. Clare for years 
and then attended Fr. Thielen’s little chapel which 
charitably gathered up the remnants. A strong propo-
nent of creationism, Hugh participated in a dinosaur 
dig each summer, looking for telltale evidence to op-
pose evolution. Thus his nickname.  He also spoke and 
wrote on the subject. He was a classic colorful charac-
ter, devoted to his work, and we shall miss him. 

A quiet hardworking man, very much a part of 
church life since we moved to West Chester, Eldon 
Neukam served devotedly for years as janitor, gardener  

and handyman. He is now seriously ill, and 
I ask your prayers for him. His legacy of 
silent service was remarkable, and we owe 
him our gratitude. More prayers, please. 

I am writing this corner from St. 
Hugh in Milwaukee. A Chicago snowstorm delayed 
my arrival, and I ended up flying via Washington. A 
young man with one of those super trucks which are 
all the rage, waited patiently for me and drove me 
through the ice and snow. I made it safely, some 
twelve hours after I left for the airport. This is often 
the fate of the traveling McFathers, I remind myself. 
Fr. McKenna celebrates a Solemn Mass Thursday to 
mark his Ordination anniversary with Our Lady of 
Lourdes. 

Get your throat blessed if you haven’t yet, and 
plan a little Mardi Gras fun this last full week before 
Ashes. I send a blessing from the frozen north. 
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# CALENDAR                     =
 

MON 2/8/21 ST. JOHN OF MATHA, C 
 8:00 AM Low Mass For all who cook for us and for our  
  devoted drivers (The Fathers)  

  11:25 AM  Requiem High Mass Purgatorial Society  

 
  TUE 2/9/21 ST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA, BPCD 
  ST. APOLLONIA, VM 
  COMMEMORATION OF THE PASSION 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Gloria Dailey – 3rd Anniversary Nov. 23 
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 11:25 AM  High Mass †Ida & †Marianne Youngworth (Diane 
  Puglielli) 

 
WED 2/10/21 ST. SCHOLASTICA, V 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Helen Rose Smith (Edward W. Smith) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass In honor of Our Mother of Perpetual  
  Help for the Poor Souls in Purgatory (A.M. Omlor) 
 11:25 AM  High Mass Happy Consecration Anniversary Bishop 
  (Mr. & Mrs. Victor Ritze) 
 5:15 PM  Low Mass †Father Cekada (Irena Uderska) 

 
THU 2/11/21 OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Billy & Mary Rose Young (Tobias Bayer) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Conversion: Andrea P. Bayer (David  
  Bayer) 
 11:25 AM  Solemn High Mass Fr. McKenna – 9th Ordination 
  Anniversary  

 
FRI 2/12/21 THE SEVEN HOLY FOUNDERS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Our Children & Godchildren – Merry 
  Christmas! (Mr. & Mrs. Michael Briggs) 
 11:05 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM  High Mass Fr. Joseph Appelhanz – 1st Anniversary of 
  Ordination 12/12 (Keith & Mary Christensen) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena VII 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Mr. & Mrs. Tom Simpson (Simpson  
  family) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Devotions, Sorrowful Mother 
  Novena III, Blessing of the Sick, Benediction 

 
SAT 2/13/21 OUR LADY’S SATURDAY 
 7:15 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †John Kloberdanz (Christensens) 
 8:05 AM Ave Regina & Sermon 
 8:15 AM  High Mass Mr. & Mrs. Charles Simpson (Dad & 
   Karen) 

 
SUN 2/14/21  QUINQUAGESIMA ! ST. VALENTINE, PRM 
 7:05 AM  Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Brueggemann Family Intentions (Mr. & 
  Mrs. Maki) 
 9:00 AM High Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
 10:40 AM  Catechism Classes  
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada (Puglielli Family) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass †Stella Simpson – 9th Anniversary Feb. 14 
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
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Servers 
 

THU 2/11  11:25 AM SOL.HIGH: MCS: M. Simpson, C. Richesson TH: A. 
 McConnell ACs: S. Richesson, A. McClorey TORCH: D. McConnell, 
 N. McClorey CROSS: D. Simpson  
 
SUN 2/14   7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: C. Richesson, Na. McClorey TH: T. 
 Lawrence ACs: C. Arlinghaus, T. England TORCH: S. Richesson, A. 
 McClorey, B. & J. McGinnis MC: J. Lacy 
 11:30 AM LOW: J. Kolenich, N. Kolenich 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 

	


