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Everyone’s been asking about the cats these days. 
So I’d better give an update. At the time of this writ-
ing, Black Cat is happily sitting in the window soaking 
up the rays after having eaten quite the large break-
fast—turkey is one of his favorites, I guess. They must 
feel more at ease now that the Boys Camp has ended. 
They’ve been a little out of sorts with so many people 
invading their territory, but they made a valiant at-
tempt to defend it, as one of the Dads can attest to. He 
tried picking up Black Cat and ended by getting a nice 
big scratch on his arm. Sorry, Mr. Sandberg! 

The young Fathers certainly have not let any 
grass grow under their feet in their first months as 
priests. They have been thrown right into the middle 
of everything—a sort of baptism by fire. Fr. McKenna 
came down with strep throat just before camp, so Fa-
thers Ojeka, Simpson and Brueggemann took the 
reins. They did a nice job, if I do say so myself! All 37 
boys seemed to have a good time. How nice it was to 
see them processing along in the parking lot saying 
their evening Rosary. Sure, the boys are meant to enjoy 
themselves, but it is prayer that nourishes the soul and 
is what will make them good Catholic men one day. 
Speaking of prayer, I have a story about the power of 
prayer. Day 2 of Boys Camp didn’t look too promising 
at first as the skies were dark and the rain was falling 
heavily. One of the young priests, in his Mass, said the 
prayer “to avert storms.” The rain stopped just in time 
for them to start their games. The story isn’t quite as 
interesting as the story in the life of St. Scholastica, but 
it does show that God really does listen when we pray. 
Pray confidently! 

Fr. McKenna always kept a “no girls allowed” 
policy for the camp days, so our Oblates of the Holy 
Face mostly stayed away working on different projects 
around the church. The annex is quite well organized 
now, and Fr. Ojeka now has a monstrance or two to 
take back to Nigeria, thanks to them. Miss Janet has 
been working diligently and a bit Martha-like, teach-
ing the Oblates the different things a sacristan must 
do. Even I was surprised at the amount of work she 
has been doing—and I am ever so grateful to her.  

I apologize for all the disruption during the daily 
Masses over the last week or so. You see, the rains had 
caused some damage to a part of the church and we 
had to have some of the “siding” replaced. The work-
ers had only a limited time to work, so they were 
forced to do so during our scheduled Mass times. The 
hammering was mostly a distraction, but it was a help 
to pious thoughts on a few different occasions. Twice  

it happened to me that, just at the mo-
ment I leaned over to begin the words of 
consecration of the Precious Blood, the 
hammering started—a reminder of the 
nails being hammered into Our Lord’s 
hands and feet. And what is the consecration, but the 
moment when Our Savior is crucified and lifted up on 
the Cross for all to see!? 

Now that Fr. McKenna is healthy again, he has 
left for Milwaukee and then some much-earned time 
off. Pray for a safe trip for him! Meanwhile, the rest of 
us are here at St. Gertrude’s for the week. Next week-
end, the mission travels will start up again. 

Oh yes! Have you seen the pictures on the wall in 
the vestibule? Joe Bayer did a fine job fixing up the 
pictures and hanging them so orderly. The pictures 
show the succession of Orders. Look at them and see if 
you recognize everyone, and see if you can tell who or-
dained whom and which bishops consecrated other 
bishops. It’s just a bit of our history here at St. Ger-
trude’s!  

Now that we’ve discussed cats, the boys, the 
priests and Oblates and the work being done around 
here, I will end this note with one last word. Tomor-
row, the feast of St. Peter’s Chains, is an important day 
for Cincinnati as it is the feast of the Metropolitan 
Church. I encourage you to come to a Mass and pray 
for the conversion of the Modernists in our beloved 
city, and to pray especially for the heads of our church 
in West Chester.  

– Bishop McGuire 
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MON 8/1/22 ST. PETER’S CHAINS ! THE HOLY MACHABEES 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention (Anne Marie Omlor) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Happy Birthday & safe delivery, Jacinta 
  (Theresa) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Bishop Dolan 

 (Bob & Becky Uhlenbrock) 

 
TUE 8/2/22 ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI, BPCD 
  ST. STEPHEN I, PM 
  SUMMER NOVENA AFTER ALL MASSES 
 7:00 AM Low Mass All God’s blessings on Bishop McGuire 
  & four new priests (S. Kurtz) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass In thanksgiving for Divine Providence  
  (Colleen Eldracher) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Sebastian Smith (Collin Smith) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Holy Souls (Arlinghaus Family) 

 
WED 8/3/22 FINDING OF ST. STEPHEN, PROTOMARTYR 
  FIRST WEDNESDAY 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Gus Kurtz – 7th anniversary (Sue Kurtz) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory (Collin Smith) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Margaret Kinnett (Puglielli Family) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Nina Krawczyk – complete restoration of 
  health (Krawczyk Family) 

 
THU 8/4/22 ST. DOMINIC, C ! FIRST THURSDAY 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada (Mary Beth Grumblatt) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Happy Belated Birthday, Dominic!  
  (Theresa) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass In petition to Ss. Therese, Joseph,  
  Philomena & Anthony for a special intention (TRCS) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass In honor of St. Gerard – safe deliveries 
  for Jacinta & Sarah (Theresa) 

 
FRI 8/5/22 FIRST FRIDAY 
  DEDICATION OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Nina Krawczyk – complete restoration of 
  health (Krawczyk Family) 
 10:55 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass, Benediction †Fr. Cekada (Mary Beth 
  Grumblatt) 
 5:00 PM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Bishop Daniel  
  Dolan (Mr. & Mrs. Bill Oleyar) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, First Friday Devotions 
  All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 8/6/22 FIRST SATURDAY ! THE TRANSFIGURATION 
  SS. XYSTUS II, P & COMPANIONS, MM  
 7:05 AM Rosary & Confessions 
 7:30 AM High Mass †Mike Briggs (Greg & Caroline Hilliard) 
  Benediction 
 8:30 AM Salve, Sermon 
 8:40 AM  (approx.) Low Mass Pat & Anna Brueggemann  
  (Katelyn McConnell) 

 
SUN 8/7/22  PENTECOST IX 
  ST. CAJETAN, C ! ST. DONATUS, BPM 
 7:05 AM Rosary 

=
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S e r v e r s  

FRI 8/5 5:45 PM LOW: Simpson Bros.   
SAT 8/6 7:30 AM HIGH: P. Omlor 
  8:40 AM LOW: Kolenich Bros. 
SUN 8/7 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MC: N. McClorey TH: A. McClorey ACS: D.  
 Hudson, T. England TORCH: B. & C. McGinnis, C. VanderPutten, 
 I. Smith 
 11:30 AM LOW: J. & N. Kolenich 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: Capetillo 

 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Honor of Our Heavenly Father (Tom & 
  Karen Simpson) 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Mike Briggs (Greg & Caroline Hilliard) 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Fr. John Okerulu (Collin Smith) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	


